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House Bill 1179 Signed into Law  

     Governor Daugaard recently signed into law House Bill 1179 which rede-
fines the stateõs definition of veteran.   
     On hand for the official signing were (left to right):  Rep. Roger Solum, 
Rep. Matthew Wollmann, Sen. Dan Lederman, SDDVA Sec. Larry Zimmer-
man, Terry Paulsen (PVA) and Michael Olson (PVA).         
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     Paul Priest of Box Elder will tell about the Allies capturing the bridge at Remagen, Germany, at 7 
p.m. Central Time on Tuesday, April 14, at the South Dakota National Guard Museum , 301 E. Dako-
ta Ave., Pierre. 
     òPaul is the sole surviving member of his divisionõs reconnaissance team. He is one of the few 
people still able to give an eyewitness account of events that occurred 70 years ago,ó said Michael 
Lewis, president of the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation.  
     Priestõs talk is part of the History and Heritage Book Club sponsored by the foundation, the non-
profit fundraising partner of the South Dakota State Historical Society at the Cultural Heritage Cen-
ter in Pierre. The foundation and Post 8 American Legion in Pierre are sponsoring Priestõs talk. 
     Priest was one of the first soldiers to cross the Ludendorff Bridge on March 7, 1945. The railroad 
bridge was a vital thorough-
fare for German troops and 
supplies. Its capture meant 
that Germany was unable to 
move troops and supplies 
across the bridge, and opened 
the way for Allied troops to 
drive into the heart of Germa-
ny. Germany surrendered on 
May 8, 1945. 
     Priest was born on Dec. 25, 
1925, in Flint, Mich. He was 
drafted into the U.S. Army and 
completed basic training at 
Blanden, Fla. He landed in 
France on his 19

th
 birthday, 

Dec. 25, 1944. He was as-
signed to the U.S. Armyõs 9

th
 

Armored Division Headquar-
ters Company, performing reconnaissance patrols for the division, when he fought to capture the 
bridge at Remagen. As part of a reconnaissance patrol, he would have explored an area to gather 
military information.  
     After the war, Priest returned to Flint and married his pre-war sweetheart, Joan. In 2013, the 
Priests traveled to the 9

th
 Armored Divisionõs World War II combat sites, part of the òEnd the War in 

õ44 Tour.ó 
     Priest collaborated on publishing the book òReturn to the Bridge at Remagenó and the documen-
tary òDie Brueke Von Remagen.ó  
     Priest will be accompanied to Pierre by retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. George A. Larson of Rapid 
City. Larson has written a book about the history of Ellsworth Air Force Base near Rapid City, 
òThunder over Dakota, The History of Ellsworth Air Force Base, 1941-2011.ó  
     Priest will have a display of items from World War II, and Larson will have his book òThunder over 
Dakotaó at the evening program. The book is sold at the Heritage Store at the Cultural Heritage 
Center. 

Veteran to share his world war II 

experiences  
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Davison county hosts welcome home 

celebration for Vietnam veterans  

     Jessica Davidson, 
County Veterans Ser-
vice Office for Da-
vison County, 
stepped outside of 
the box and offered 
something a little 
new and relaxing for 
her Vietnam Veter-
ans Welcome Home.  
     She coordinated 
her own little town 
square with vendors, 
including two mas-
sage therapists who 
provided free chair 
massages.   Door 
prizes were award-
ed, and information on benefits was provided.   While walking through her mini town square veter-
ans could sample éclairs, cream puffs and fresh fruit.   
     A veteran thanking Jessica for the event noted, òThe last time I wore my uniform was in 1972 at 
the Chicago O'Hare airport.ó   He said, òa little girl ran up to me saying ôsoldier manõ and then the 
little girlõs mother grabbed her daughter by the arm and said donõt talk to him.  She called me a ba-
by killer and spit on me.ó    
     Throughout her event, Davison stressed to her heroes that this community, this state, this county 
and this CVSO are resilient advocates for South Dakotaõs heroes.      
 



Thank you and welcome home veterans  

     Once again, 
the communities 
of Pierre and 
Fort Pierre rolled 
out the òred car-
petó to  South 
Dakotaõs Vi-
etnam Veterans.   
Although, itõs 
been decades 
since the Vi-
etnam War be-
gan, most would 
agree that the 
reception they 
received this 
weekend and during the 2006 dedication of 
the Vietnam Memorial was much more sin-
cere and heartwarming then the greeting 
they received upon their return home from 
war. 
     Guest speakers Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill, 
Senator Ried Holien, SDDVA Secretary Zim-
merman, and Governor Daugaard all shared 
one same messageñóthank you and wel-
come home.ó  
     SDDVA Secretary Zimmerman opened his 
remarks on Sunday with òGood Morning!ó 
Before he could finish, the crowd responded 
òGood After-
noon,ó   Only to 
hear the Secre-

tary respond 
òGood Morn-
ing Vietnam!ó   
He noted that this is a day to remember 
those that are here and those that did not 
make it home.  òThis weekend we honor 
our great heroes from the Vietnam War, 
they left their family's to fight a war that 
the public opposed,ó said Zimmerman. òWe 
knew then and we know now they were 
heroes fighting for freedoms many miles 
away from home.   We will never forget 
them.ó    
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