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Rededication of the purple heart

memorial

The South Dakota Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH) will gather

in Pierre Sunday, August 7, to rededicate their memorial.

The Purple Heart Memorial, provided by the National Military Order of
the Purple Heart Foundation, was placed in front of the Soldiers and Sailors
World War Memorial Building in 2004. Members of the South Dakota Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart worked to get the memaorial moved to Capitol
Lake where many of the other veteran memorials are located.

their dream became a reality.

Partners assisting with the move of the memorial included the South Da-
kota Department of Veterans Affairs, the Bureau of Administration, and Milt

Morris of Mor-
ris Inc. and Da-
kota Classique
Rock.

The August
7 rededication
ceremony will
start at 1:00
pm (CT) near
the Capitol
Lake Visitors
Center.
SDDVAG®GSs
retary Larry
Zimmerman
will be the key-
note speaker.
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Rapid city national guard unit to

deploy to europe

The South Dakota Army National Guard's 216th Engineer Detachment (Firefighting Team) has
received an official mobilization order for deployment to Romania scheduled for July 2017.

The Rapid Citybased 216th is a threemember headquarters element with a mission to provide
command and control of assigned or attached firefighting teams to provide fire protection of avia-
tion assets, facilities and installations in the European Command area of operation.

The unit will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several weeks of theatespecific training pri-
or to deployment overseas.

This will be the second mobilization for the 216th, which deployed to Iraq in support of Opera-
tion Iraqgi Freedom from December 2003 -June 2005.

200th Engineer co. to deploy 15 soldiers to
kuwait

Fifteen soldiers from the South Dakota Army National Guard's 200th Engineer Company have
received an official mobilization order for deployment to Kuwait beginning in July 2017.

The Soldiers from the Pierre, Chamberlain and Mobridgebased unit are scheduled for a nine-
month deployment where they will serve as a training assistance team and provide training and
expertise to coalition
forces on military
bridging systems.

As a multi-role
bridge unit, the
200th's mission is to
assemble, maintain,
repair and replace all
standard U.S. Army
bridging systems.

The unit will re-
port to Fort Bliss,
Texas, to complete
several weeks of the-
ater-specific training
prior to deployment
overseas. This will be the third mobilization for the 200th, which deployed to Iraq in 2003 -2004
and Afghanistan in 2011 -2012.
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VABHHCS TO HOST OPEN HOUSE FOR NEWLY
OPENED SURGICAL SUITES

The VABHHCS will be hosting an open house and ribbon cutting for their newly opened
surgical suites on the Fort Meade campus on Friday, July 22, 2016.

Tours will be offered starting at 8:00 am (MT) through 11:00 am from room 207, second floor
of building 113.

The official ribbon cutting will take place outside of the main hospital entrance at 11:00 am
(MT).

0OAs part of our missi o/
safe care to veterans, we are thrilled to open our
state-of-the-art operating rooms, equipped with the
| atest advancements in . - . s a
Sandra Horsman, Directo | ‘ i
area is designed to give veterans a high level of
clinical care, comfort, and privacy in a healing envi-
ronment . 0

The 36,000 square foot area replaced three ex-
isting operating rooms with three new operating
rooms and space for a recovery room, ten Pre/Op and Post/Op patient areas, and supporting ad-
ministrative areas.

Sd nati onal guardos ar my banc
national supply anard

The U.S. Army announced the South Dakota Natio
of a Chief of Staff of the Army Supply Excellence Award.

The national award recognizes Army units who demonstrate excellence in supply operations,
property accountability and resource management.

The Mitchell-based unit, whose primary purpose is to provide music throughout the spectrum
of military operations, for soldiers and civilians, won first place in the Modified Table of Organiza-
tion and Equipment, or MTOE, unit category.

The 147th Army Bandds submission packet, prepa
NCO, was so well received by award officials that he was asked to allow it to be used as the stand-
ard for future Supply Excellence Award submissions.

The Supply Excellence Award Program was established in 1984 by the Chief of Staff of the Ar-
my to recognize excellence in supply operations at various unit and organizational levels. The pro-
gramds objectives are to enhance | ogistics read
ply Discipline Program and provide a structure for official recognition of group and individual initi-
atives.
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Sd Guardos 109th regional sup

changes command

U.S. Army Col. Michael Oster, of Rapid City, took command of the South Dakota Army National
Guardodos 109th Regional Support Group during a cl
Corning Armory on Camp Rapid.

Oster assumed responsibility from Col. Marshall Michels, of Rapid City, who served in the posi-
tion since September 2013.

ol am really honored to be given this opportun
brings with it a tremendous amount of responsibility. The history of the 109th is long and incredi-
bly decorated and | am following a long list of incredibly successful leaders and members of that
organi zation. 0

The 109th RSG is one of four major commands for the SDARNG. As the commander, Oster is
responsible for the command and control of
about 18 units totaling more than 900 soldiers
in nine communities throughout South Dakota.
The 109th assists assigned units in meeting
training, administrative and logistical require-
ments to maintain the
port of state and federal missions.

Oster also works fulltime for the SDARNG as
the deputy chief of staff for strategic planning
at Camp Rapid. Col. Michels transfers to the )
Joint Force Headquarters on Camp Rapid A&y
where he will continue to serve as the SDARNG # : i IR
chief of staff. : ,} ! -\'}qb

Oster began his military service in 1986 en- N Auddiatdayg
listing as a combat wire installer with Battery A, . =
1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery in Mitchell.
He received his commission through the Officer
Candidate School program in 1990. He earned
his Bachelors and Master of Science degrees
from South Dakota State University and recent-
ly graduated from the United States Army War
College.

Oster has commanded the 665th Mainte-
nance Company, 727th Transportation Compa-
ny, Recruiting and Retention Battalion and the
152nd Combat Sustainment Support Battalion.
He has completed two tours of duty: one to Iraq in 2004 -2005 with the Rapid Fielding Initiative,
and his second tour to Afghanistan with the 152nd CSSB in 2013.

| ) v 08
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Sd man recognized for exemplarily
selvice to national guard, reserve

A Sioux Falls man was recognized for outstanding public service as a volunteer with the South
Dakota Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve for the past 22 years.

Don Kelpin received the James M. Roche Spirit of Volunteerism Award from the National Com-
mittee for ESGR.

ESGR is a Department of Defense agency that seeks to promote and maintain active support
from public and private employers for the men and women of the National Guard and Reserve
and value the military service of their employees. The James M. Roche Spirit of Volunteerism
Award is the highest award given to ESGR volunteers for sustained quality service over a substan-
tial period of years.

The award highlights patriotism, good citizenship and public responsibility - often achieved by
great effort and personal sacrifice.

Kelpin began volunteering with the program in 1994, where he would serve the next seven
years as an ombudsman- providing education, information, consultation, and mediation services
between employers and service members. In October 2003, he stepped up to serve as the SD
ESGR Committee acting state chair and was then selected to the state chair's position for two con-
secutive three-year terms.

During his tenure as the state chair, Kelpin volunteered more than 5,000 hours overseeing the
activities of ESGR's military outreach, employer outreach and ombudsman services. He stepped in-
to the chair's seat just as the SDNG and other reserve forces began seeing troop deployments at
rates not seen since World War 1.

After stepping down from the state chair posi-
tion in October 2011, Keplin continues to serve
with the program on the executive committee and
in employer and military outreach.

He said one particular homecoming ceremony
for a SDNG unit stays with him and keeps things in
perspective.

The Spirit of Volunteerism Award is hamed in
honor of James M. Roche, appointed in 1972 by
President Richard Nixon as the first ESGR national
chair. Roche organized and spearheaded ESGR
when employer support for the nation's community
-based defense force was first recognized as funda-
mental to the Total Force Policy. Under Roche's
leadership, patriotic volunteers across the nation
were organized to establish programs and services
that help build partnerships between Reserve com-
ponent members, their civilian employers and mili-
tary leaders.
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