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Buffalo chip flag raising ceremony and
memorial dedication

SDDVA Secretary Zimmerman had the honor to participate in the Buffalo

Chip6s annual flag raising ceremony [Insgthisissuee e k

Buffalo Chip, started this tradition during Operation Iraqi Freedom and to

date they are posting 800 flags, symbolizing the fallen heroes. 153rd Mobilized 2
Woodruff a

dedication to honor our Leasure Joins SDDVA | 2

heroes does not end
with the flags. This year
they added a bronze
battlefield memorial stat-
ue and a bench area
where visitors can rest
and pay tribute to our
heroes.

Secretary Zimmer-
man, addressed the
group during the cere-
mony by paying tribute
to all who have served
as well as to their fami-
lies. Secretary Zimmer-
man commended
Woodruff and his team
for their unending dedi-
cation to all of our he-
roes.

Beginning with the Gulf War in 1991, and during Operations Iraqi Free-
dom and Enduring Freedom, the latest version of the battlefield cross: rifle,
helmet, boots, and dog tags, has become the symbol of loss, of mourning
and closure for the living.
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HURON, PARKSTON NATIONAL GUARD UNITS
TO DEPLOY TO KUWAIT

More than 160 soldiers from the South Dakota A
and its Forward Support Company have received an official mobilization order for a nine month
deployment to Kuwait beginning in November 2016.

The mission of the Huron-based 153rd Eng. Bn. is to provide command and control for as-
signed or attached engineer units. The mission of the Huron and Parkston-based FSC is to provide
logistics and maintenance support.

The unit will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several weeks of theatespecific training pri-
or to deployment overseas.

This will be the second mobilization for the 153rd Eng. Bn., which deployed to Iraq in support
of Operation Iragi Freedom in 2004 -2005. This is the first deployment for the FSC.

Leasure joins SDDVA Team

Joseph Leasure has joined the SDDVA team as claims examiner in our
Sioux Falls office.

Joseph grew up in Parkersburg, West Virginia and served five years in
the United States Army. He was stationed in Germany, Afghanistan, and
Fort Hood, Texas. He served with the172" Infantry Brigade in Germany
and Afghanistan and 3 rd Cavalry Regiment in Fort Hood.

Joseph is married and the father of two boys. He is an MMA and foot-
ball fanatic and enjoys spending weekends with his family at The Badlands
Speedway.

Va eliminates paper signature

The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it has eliminated paper sig-
nature requirements for veterans wishing to enroll in VA health care.

Effective immediately, the VA has amended its enrollment regulations to allow veterans to com-
plete enrollment applications for enrollment in VA health care by telephone without the need for
a paper signature.

This action also accelerates the VAOds effort t
ments as part of its ongoing Veterans Enrollment Rework Project (VERP).

By adding this telephone application option to
will now offer three ways to enroll under 38 CFR 17.36(d) (1).
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Sd air guard celebrates 70 years

It's not unusual to see and hear the F16s of the South Dakota Air National Guard flying over
the city of Sioux Falls. In the coming
months, members of the community should
keep a watchful eye out for a new and
unique tail on one of these aircraft.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of
the unit and to celebrate this event the unit
has painted aircraft #428 with a distinctive
tail flash, ventral fins and horizontal stabi-
lizers. The usual subdued gray color scheme
will be replaced temporarily with bold black,
red and white colors.

Meant to represent aircraft of the unit
throughout its history, the red lightning bolt
in the design is representative of the first air-
craft flown by the unit in 1946, the P 51
Mustang. The R51 was an American long-
range, single-seat fighter and fighter -bomber used during World War Il, the Korean War and other
conflicts.

The original design of the P-51 included a bold red lightning bolt across the nose of the aircratft.
The lightning bolt is also a part of the ventral fin design on the 70th anniversary commemorative
aircratt.

The ever present "Lobo" with a unique color scheme graces the left view of the tail of the air-
craft with "70 years" prominently displayed on the right.

The process of changing the tail art on this commemorative aircraft was left up to the skilled
craftsmen of the 114th Fighter Wing fabrication shop. From concept and design, to the final paint-
ing of the tail, several people were involved to make this project happen.

The unit reached out to long time supporter and Sioux Falls aircraft enthusiast, John Mollison,
to design the tail based on ideas from the unit. The Airman responsible for the final product was
Master Sgt. Roger Vearrier, 114th Maintenance Squadron structural repair technician, a 25 year
veteran of the unit.

Easily seen on the ground and in the sky, the tail design will grace the skies over Sioux Falls
and the surrounding area for the rest of 2016 and will be prominently displayed at Sioux Falls Air-
show 2016 - Power on the Prairie, which will be held at Joe Foss Field, July 224.

"We are very excited about celebrat-
ing 70 years of the South Dakota Air Na-
tional Guard," said Col. Nathan Alholin-
na, 114th Fighter Wing commander.
"The pride and professionalism of the
Lobo Airmen is reflected in the striking
uniqueness of tail 428."
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155TH SOLDIERS WELCOMED HOME FROM
KUWAIT DEPLOYMENT

More than 150 Soldiers from the South Dakota Army National Guard's 155th Engineer Compa-
ny were welcomed home by family and friends at the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center in Rapid City,
July 2, after returning from duty in Kuwait.

The Rapid City and Wagner-based unit served 10 months completing new construction and
remodeling projects at bases across
the Middle East. 155th members
traveled throughout the region, to
include Irag and Jordan, to com-
plete carpentry, plumbing, masonry
and electrical projects.

The soldiers arrived home just in
time to celebrate Independence
Day with their families.

"The Fourth of July for my family
is a big deal, because | grew up with
my family owning a fireworks stand
and it's always been one of those
holidays we always got together
for,"” said Sgt. 1st Class Adam Sand-
erson, of Sioux Falls." Arriving home
in time to celebrate the holiday
makes it really special.”

"Were home and it's an awesome feeling having been gone for almost a year and reuniting
with my family," said Sgt. 1st Class Allan Baker, of Summerset." To see my daughter and how much
she has [grown] this past year, to see my wife and to make it home one day before my daughter's
birthday on the Fourth of July is a dream come true."

"Happy and overwhelmed" were just a few of the words Baker's wife, Stephanie, used to de-
scribe her husband's return home from his second deployment overseas.

"We are just happy he is home safe," she said. "We were nervous and scared when he left, but
you don't have any choice -you just have to go with it. We really rely on our other military wives
to get us through it.

Many state and local government leaders were also pleased to see the soldiers return home
safe.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard, U.S. Senators John Thune and Mike Rounds, U.S. Representative Kristi
Noem, Rapid City Mayor Steve Allender and SDNG Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch were at
the event and praised the soldiers for their service.

"Independence Day is about celebrating the beliefs upon which America was founded ... but
beliefs alone did not secure America's way of life,” said Daugaard, during the ceremony. "Rather, it
was those beliefs made tangible through the sacrifices of those who have worn our country's uni-
form. It is thanks to the men and women of the 155th Engineer Company and all of those who
have served that we are free."

(continued on next page)



