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MJFSVH Staff Prepares for Memorial Day

Last Friday, the staff at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home put

out 828 flags on the graves of our heroes buried at the State Veterans

Home Cemetery.

P In addition, staff also
placed a penny on each of

these heroes headstones.

These coins have distinct
meanings when left on the
headstones of those who
gave their life while serving
in America's military, and
these meanings vary de-
pending on the denomina-
tion of coin.

A coin left on a head-
stone or at the grave site is
meant as a message to the
deceased soldier's family
that someone else has visited the grave to pay respect. Leaving a penny at
the grave means simply that you visited. A
nickel indicates that you and the deceased
trained at boot camp together, while a dime
means you served with him/her in some ca-
pacity. By leaving a quarter at the grave, you
are telling the family that you were with the
soldier when he/she was killed.

Some Vietnam Veterans would leave coins
as a "down payment" to buy their fallen com-
rades a beer or play a hand of cards when
they would finally be reunited.

The tradition of leaving coins on the headstones of military men and
women can be traced to as far back as the Roman Empire.
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Sddva plays role in memorial day
programs across the state

SDDVA staff played a role in Memorial Day programs
across the state Monday. SDDVA Secretary Zimmer-
man was the keynote speaker at the Memorial Day pro-
gram at the Pine Slope Cemetery in Belle Fourche and
at the Tribal Ceremony at the Black Hills National Ceme-
tery.

Deputy Secretary Aaron Pollard was the key note
speaker at the American Legion Memorial Day program
in Raymond.

Secretary Zimmerman

SDDVA Program Manager Steve Oliva
*was a keynote speaker at the Graceland Ceme-
tery in Mitchell.

Secretary Zimmerman assists Christine
Bestgen place the Gold Star Families
Wreath
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Veterans unfold the American Flag that was
flown at the World Trade Center site in memory
of 911, at the Veterans Memorial Day Service in
the Black Hills National Cemetery in Sturgis SD.
Photo:Herb Ryan/Custer Free Press
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SHORT CELEBRATES 72ND NAVY ENLISTMENT
ANNIVERSARY

Staff and residents at the
Michael J. Fitzmaurice State
Veterans Home joined in a
celebration to honor Wanda
Shortdéds 72nd N
Anniversary. |

Superintendent Brad Rich-
ardson joined in the celebra-
tion and thanked Wanda for
her service to this great coun-

Tribal quilts presented to special guests
at BHNC Tribal Memorial Day Program

L-R-Honored guest Brad Otten representing Congresswoman Kristi Noem,
Michael Bekaert representing Senator Mike Rounds, Qusi AHaj, representing
Senator John Thune, Larry Zimmerman Sec. of SD Department of VA., Harold G
Frazier, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Chairman and Adriene Benton, Director
Black Hills National Cemetery are honored with Traditional Lakota Star Quilts, at
the Veterans Memorial Day Service in the Black Hills National Cemetery in
Sturgis SD. Photo:Herb Ryan/Custer Free Press




