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   Last Friday, the staff at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home put 
out 828 flags on the graves of our heroes buried at the State Veterans 
Home Cemetery.   

     In addition, staff also 
placed a penny on each of 
these heroes headstones.      
     These coins have distinct 
meanings when left on the 
headstones of those who 
gave their life while serving 
in America's military, and 
these meanings vary de-
pending on the denomina-
tion of coin.  
     A coin left on a head-
stone or at the grave site is 
meant as a message to the 
deceased soldier's family 

that someone else has visited the grave to pay respect. Leaving a penny at 
the grave means simply that you visited.  A 
nickel indicates that you and the deceased 
trained at boot camp together, while a dime 
means you served with him/her in some ca-
pacity. By leaving a quarter at the grave, you 
are telling the family that you were with the 
soldier when he/she was killed.  
     Some Vietnam Veterans would leave coins 
as a "down payment" to buy their fallen com-
rades a beer or play a hand of cards when 
they would finally be reunited.  
     The tradition of leaving coins on the headstones of military men and 
women can be traced to as far back as the Roman Empire.  

MJFSVH Staff Prepares for Memorial Day 
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     SDDVA staff played a role in Memorial Day programs 
across the state Monday.   SDDVA Secretary Zimmer-
man was the keynote speaker at the Memorial Day pro-
gram at the Pine Slope Cemetery in Belle Fourche and 
at the Tribal Ceremony at the Black Hills National Ceme-
tery.     
      Deputy Secretary Aaron Pollard was the key note 
speaker at the American Legion Memorial Day program 
in Raymond. 
      
 
 
 

 SDDVA Program Manager Steve Oliva 
was a keynote speaker at the Graceland Ceme-
tery in Mitchell.     

 
 

Sddva plays role in memorial day 

programs across the state 

Veterans unfold the American Flag that was 
flown at the World Trade Center site in memory 
of 911, at the Veterans Memorial Day Service in 
the Black Hills National Cemetery in Sturgis SD. 
Photo:Herb Ryan/Custer Free Press 

Secretary Zimmerman assists Christine 

Bestgen place the Gold Star Families 

Wreath 

Secretary Zimmerman 

Program Manager Oliva 
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     Staff and residents at the 
Michael J. Fitzmaurice State 
Veterans Home joined in a 
celebration to honor Wanda 
Short’s 72nd Navy Enlistment 
Anniversary.     

     Superintendent Brad Rich-
ardson joined in the celebra-
tion and thanked Wanda for 
her service to this great coun-

SHORT CELEBRATES 72ND NAVY ENLISTMENT 

ANNIVERSARY 

Tribal quilts presented to special guests 

at BHNC Tribal Memorial Day Program 
 

 

 

 

L-R -Honored guest Brad Otten representing Congresswoman Kristi Noem, 
Michael Bekaert representing Senator Mike Rounds, Qusi Al-Haj, representing 
Senator John Thune, Larry Zimmerman Sec. of SD Department of VA., Harold G 
Frazier, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Chairman and Adriene Benton, Director 
Black Hills National Cemetery are honored with Traditional Lakota Star Quilts, at 
the Veterans Memorial Day Service in the Black Hills National Cemetery in 
Sturgis SD. Photo:Herb Ryan/Custer Free Press  
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     Hughes County VSO Charles Quinn presented the Korean Ambassador Peace 
Medal to Kermit "Wayne" Wheeler of Pierre.   Wheeler was unable to attend the 
ceremony in Pierre and January due to health conditions.  
     CTVSOs continue to find these special heroes and provide them the recogni-
tion they deserve.     
 
 
 
 

Hughes county continues to present 

Korean ambassador peace medals 

Senator peters escorts veterans to 

dinner 

     South Dakota Senator Deb Peters (District 9) hosted some very special veterans at the Minneha-

ha County Republican Party Lincoln Dinner Tuesday night.  Guests of Senator Peters were 

SDDVA’s Jerry Lemme, Caitlyn Zylstra, Krystal Magee and Erin Bultje.    

     Keynote speaker at the dinner was Kris Paronto.   Kris Paronto - “Tanto” as he is affectionately 

known in security contracting circles - is a former Army Ranger from 2nd Battalion 75th Ranger 

Regiment and private security contractor who has deployed throughout South America, Central 

America, the Middle East and North Africa. He also worked with the US Government’s Global Re-

sponse Staff conducting low 

profile security in high 

threat environments 

throughout the world. 

     Mr. Paronto was part the 

CIA annex security team 

that responded to the ter-

rorist attack on the US Spe-

cial Mission in Benghazi, Lib-

ya, September 11th, 2012, 

helping to save over 20 lives 

while fighting off terrorists 

from the CIA Annex for over 

13 hours. Mr. Paronto’s sto-

ry is told in the book “13 

Hours” written by Mitchell 

Zuckoff and his five surviv-

ing annex security team 

members. 

Jerry Lemme, Caitlyn Zylstra, Senator Peters, 

Krystal Magee and Erin Bultje 
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National guard to host 32nd annual 

Golden coyote exercise 

     The South Dakota National Guard will host its 32nd annual Golden Coyote training exercise in 
the Black Hills June 11-25 to provide military units with relevant training opportunities in support 
of overseas contingency operations and homeland defense. 
     Created in 1984 by the SDNG, with the cooperation of the National Forest Service and Custer 
State Park, this year's exercise will allow about 3,400 service members to conduct combat-support 
and service-support missions in a realistic training environment and provide valuable services to 
the public. 
     There will be 44 military units representing 12 states and four foreign nations participating in 
the exercise from multiple branches of military service - Army, Navy and Air Force - working to-
gether to create an invaluable training experience. Participating units conduct military operations, 
train on their equipment and employ tactics, and complete various humanitarian missions and en-
gineer projects that help improve the forest and infrastructure of many communities. 
     Local residents receive numerous benefits from the many engineer projects conducted during 
the exercise. Units transport timber to Native American communities that use it as firewood, con-
duct building construction, repair and upgrades, identify hazardous wilderness areas and make 
them safe for public use, and resurface local roadways 
that have fallen into disrepair.  
     Units are also able to participate in many training tasks 
and battle drills such as combat patrols, urban combat 
operations, land navigation, first aid, casualty evacuation 
and convoy operations. This provides a valuable oppor-
tunity for units to train on skills needed for any future 
overseas deployment. 
     Residents should be aware of an increase in military 
traffic throughout the region and in the communities of 
Rapid City, Hill City and Custer and can expect an in-
crease in noise levels due to military training. Aircraft will 
be operating throughout the area and will respond to 
real-world emergencies during the exercise and remain 
in an all-hours-ready status. The public is asked to remain 
at a safe distance from all moving military vehicles and 
aircraft to prevent injury to personnel or damage to prop-
erty. 
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Va secretary grants relief for veterans 

with traumatic brain injuries 

     United States Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert McDonald has granted equitable relief to 
more than 24,000 veterans following a national review of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) medical ex-
aminations conducted in connection with disability compensation claims processed between 
2007 and 2015. 
     This action by the Secretary allows the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to offer new 
TBI examinations to veterans whose initial examination for TBI was not conducted by one of four 
designated medical specialists and provides them with the opportunity to have their claims repro-
cessed. Equitable relief is a unique legal remedy that allows the Secretary to correct an injustice to 
a claimant where the VA is not otherwise authorized to do so within the scope of the law.  
     “Traumatic Brain Injury is a signature injury in Veterans returning from the conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and the VA is proud to be an organization that sets the bar high for supporting 
these, and all, veterans,” said Secretary McDonald. “Providing support for veterans suffering from a 
TBI is a priority and a privilege, and we must make cer-
tain they receive a just and fair rating for their disabili-
ties.” 
     To ensure that TBI is properly evaluated for disability 
compensation purposes, the VA developed a policy in 
2007 requiring that one of four specialists – a psychia-
trist, physiatrist, neurosurgeon or neurologist – com-
plete TBI exams when the VA does not have a prior di-
agnosis. 
     Since 2007, medicine around TBI has been a rapidly 
evolving science. The VA designated particular special-
ists to conduct initial TBI exams because they have the 
most experience with the symptoms and effects of TBI. 
As more research became available, the VA issued a 
number of guidance documents that may have created confusion regarding the policy. The VA 
has confirmed that its TBI policy guidance is now clear and being followed. 
     “We let these veterans down,” Secretary McDonald said. “That is why we are taking every step 
necessary to grant equitable relief to those affected to ensure they receive the full benefits to 
which they are entitled.” 
     The VA understands the importance of an accurate exam to support veterans’ disability claims. 
The Secretary’s decision to grant relief will enable the VA to take action on any new examinations 
without requiring veterans to submit new claims. If additional benefits are due, the VA will award 
an effective date as early as the date of the initial TBI claim.  
     The VA will contact veterans identified as part of this national TBI review to offer them an op-
portunity to receive a new examination and have their claims reprocessed. More than 13,000 of 
these affected veterans are already receiving service-connected compensation benefits for TBI at a 
10-percent disability evaluation or higher, which means that the diagnosis has already been estab-
lished. 
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Jun. 9-12—VFW State Convention—The Lodge at Deadwood 

Jun. 14—Vietnam War Veterans Recognition—Custer Jr/Sr. High School (1645 Wildcat Lane) - 9:30 am (MT) 

Jun. 14—Vietnam War Veterans Recognition—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home (2500 Minnekahta 

Avenue) - Hot Springs - 1:30 pm (MT) 

Jun. 16-19—American Legion State Convention—Ramkota—Watertown 

Jun. 29—Black Hills Veterans Job Fair—Central States Fair Grounds (915 Centre Street) - 11:00 am (MT) 

Jul. 1—Buffalo Chip Annual Flag Raising Ceremony—West Gate Entrance off Ft. Meade Way—6:00 pm (MT) 

Jul. 11—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul. 23-24—Sioux Falls Air Show 
Aug. 22-25—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Pierre Ramkota 
Oct. 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
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South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 
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Phone: 605-773-8242  
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