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ZIMMERMAN TO BE KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT
IMPROVING COMBAT CARE SYMPOSIUM

SDDVA Secretary Larry Zimmerman will be one of the keynote speakers

e w . " . s e Inside this issue:
at next week’s “Improving Combat Veterans Care” symposium in Sioux Falls.
Much of Zimmerman'’s presentation will focus on South Dakota’s role with Grea W, 5
SAMHSA (Service Members, VVeterans, and their Families In-State Policy Acad- Mreen% Ori;gner
emy).
DAV Chive Party 3

In July of 2015 Gov. Daugaard appointed Larry Zimmerman, Secretary of
the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs, to serve as South Dakota’s \aBHHCS Rehab 4
Policy Academy team leader to work with local, state and national leaders to Program
address mental health and substance abuse needs of our service members,
veterans, and their families. APM Ceremonies

In September, Secretary Zimmerman hosted a state summit and invited
state leaders to identify sources being provided and to develop a roadmap
to prioritize and strengthen South Dakota’s behavioral health care services. _

The goal of this group was to create an entity or coalition to assist veter- ez fromotedto Brig- >
ans, service members and their families find the right door to receive care
and services they need. Project 22 6

Other speakers at the conference include: Nathaniel Mohatt, Ph.D., and
Nathaan Demers, Psy.D. of the Western Interstate Commission for Higher
Education Mental Health Program,

114th FW Changes 5
Leadership

Upcoming Events 7

Charles Smith, Ph.D., Region 8 Adminis- ——
trator for the Substance Abuse and . ¥
Mental Health Services Administration, Improvmg ¥
Capt. Michael Walsh of the Minnehaha B Combat Q
Sheriff's Office, Magistrate Judge Crystal Veterans Care \

Johnson of the SD Second Judicial Cir- oy
cuit Court, Rev. Michael Griffin, Chaplain

with the SD National Guard, and Dar-
win Goodspeed and Dr. John Wempe
of the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System.
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1 Registration - $30.0 de includes a Meal,
ee admittance into Amateur Baseball Game.

] eal, T-Shirt and free
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SATURDAY JUNE 11TH
7PM-CLOSE
PRESENTED BY COSD
$20 WRISTBAND

ALL PROCEEDS
GO TO DAV

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS

DAV HOSPITAL TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
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VABHHC OFFERS RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION

PROGRAMS

The VA Black Hills Health Care System is pleased to announce treatment availability in their 100-
bed Residential Rehabilitation Treatment Program (RRTP) in Hot Springs. The RRTP provides multi-

faceted treatment programs to assist veterans in addressing a
variety of mental health issues including Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder, substance abuse/addiction, homelessness, and un-

employment. These programs are designed to accommodate

the veteran’s individual needs and concerns.

At this time, the VABHHCS is accepting referrals from all
VISNs. Their domiciliary has bed availability for general dom

beds, DCHV beds and PTSD beds.

What makes their RRTP special is that they are one of the
only residential programs within the VA that offers PTSD treat-

ment for both military and non-military trauma. They use evidence-based practices and a cohort
model to treat all trauma: combat, non-combat, MST, childhood trauma. They offer co-ed treat-
ment, with Women Veterans welcome in all three tracks, and a ward with single rooms designat-

ed for Women Veterans.

The dedicated interdisciplinary treatment teams at the BHHCS offer residential treatment oppor-
tunities which are not readily available elsewhere in the VA system, and they welcome the oppor-
tunity to open their doors to veterans outside of their region who would benefit from the special-

ized care they provide.

For questions, referrals, or to schedule a screening intake please contact the assessment team

at: 605.745.2000 ext. 2443 or 800.764.5370 ext. 2443.

CTVSOS CONTINUE TO HONOR OUR KOREAN

WAR VETERANS

County and Tribal Veterans Service Officers continue to
host ceremonies in their respective communities to honor
our Korean War Veterans.

SDDVA appreciates the role that the CTVSOs have
played in honoring our heroes.

Je

On behalf of the South
Dakota Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (SDDVA), last
week Jerauld County Vet-
erans Affairs Officer, Roger
Dwyer honored two Jerauld
County Korean War veter-
ans, Dihl Eddy (posthumous-
ly) and Melvin Schorzmann
with Ambassador for Peace
medals. Pictured with Dwyer
are Joyce Beckman (left), re-
ceiving the medal on behalf
of her brother, Eddy, and

Id County Korean War Veterans Honored

Schorzmann (right).

The “Ambassador for
Peace” medal is bestowed
in an expression of appreci-
ation from the people of the
Republic of Korea for those
who served in Korea's land,
air and sea from June 25,
1950 through October 25,
1954.

Earlier this year, in the
first-ever ceremony of its
kind, the SDDVA, in collab-
oration with the Republic of

]

Korea, honored Korean War
Veterans, including eight
from Jerauld County, with an
Ambassador for Peace medal
ceremony held in Pierre and
in counties around the state.

Applications for awards
presented at that ceremo-
ny had to be submitted by
Oct. 29, 2015. However, the
SDDVA continues to work
with veterans to secure their
medals.
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114TH FIGHTER WING CHANGES LEADERSHIP

The 114th Fighter Wing, South Dakota Air National Guard, underwent several senior leadership
changes during a ceremony at Joe Foss Field, May 1.

Brig. Gen. Steven Warren, former chief of staff, Headquarters SDANG, replaced Brig. Gen. Mat-
thew Jamison as the new assistant adjutant general for the Air Guard. Jamison retired May 1 with
over 37 years of military service.

Col. Nathan Alholinna took command of the 114th Fighter Wing from Brig. Gen. Russ Walz.
Alholinna previously served as vice commander of the unit. Walz begins his new position as direc-
tor of joint staff at Joint Force Headquarters, South Dakota National Guard, in Rapid City, and as
the SDANG's chief of staff.

The above changes prompted several other change of commands at the 114th Fighter Wing to
include Col. Gregory Lair to 114th Fighter Wing vice commander and Lt. Col. Quenten M. Esser to
1 14th Operations Group commander.

SD AIR GUARD’S WALZ PROMOTED TO
BRIGADIER GENERAL, NEW DIRECTOR OF THE
JOINT STAFF

After leaving a 10-year legacy that includes serving as the second longest reigning commander,
Russ Walz relinquished command of the South Dakota Air National Guard'’s 114th Fighter Wing at
a May 1 ceremony at Joe Foss Field.

Moments after Col. Nathan Alholinna took command of the 114th, Walz was promoted to brig-
adier general and will now serve as the South Dakota
National Guard's director of the joint staff at Joint Force
Headquarters in Rapid City.

For 10 years, Walz led the men and women of the Ay
114th FW through multiple changes and challenges i j'
that include the conversion to Block 40 F-16s and >, -~
standing up and supporting two aerospace control _ /S =477/ -~
alert sites.  Under Walz's command, more than 2,000 &”’ gikeee

airmen deployed to 17 countries in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqgi Freedom, Op-
eration New Dawn and Operation Inherent Resolve.

Walz, who's served with the 114th since 1980, en-
listed as a fire protection specialist prior to commission-
ing as a pilot. He's flown both the A-7D and F-16C aircraft and logged more than 3,750 total fight-
er hours, with over 70 combat hours in support of Operations Northern and Southern Watch.

Other assignments included the 114th Maintenance Group assistant deputy commander, com-
mander of the 114th Operations Support Flight, 175th Fighter Squadron and the 114th Opera-
tions Group.

Under his leadership, the FW was involved in numerous natural disaster responses to include
relief and recovery operations following the Delmont tornado and providing relief during the his-
torical Missouri River flood.
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MAY 28™, 2016
SHOWINGS AT 4PM
AND 7:30PM
AT THE MAC
THEATER ON MAIN
STREET IN
MOBRIDGE, SD

o oz We will be having a Awareness Ride prior to the Matinee
e showing at 4pm. We will meet at the American Legion Club in
Mobridge at Noon and depart on the ride at 1:00pm. We will
ride the river north to Pollock, to Herried, to Selby and back to Mobridge. This will be about 100
miles. We welcome any and all who wish to travel with us in your cars or trucks.

THEY WENT SEARCHING FOR HOPE.
THEY FOUND IT EVERYWHERE,

This event is about awareness! It addresses the struggles of Veterans adjusting back into the civilian
world.

If you are a Veteran, if you have a Veteran in your family or if you simply know a Veteran, THIS
MOVIE IS FOR YOU!!!

After the evening showing, we would ask for you to join us back at the American Legion Club for
commaraderie and stories. Ticket holders for the movie will enjoy drink specials at the Legion Club
thanks to Bones Keller!

There is no cost to participate in this event!! It is FREE!!

This event is sponsored by:

%
This event is hosted by the ARES Chapter of the @

" A trailer for this movie can be viewed on YouTube, enter Project 22 in the search. Ivian
Ni9
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May 10—SDDVA Mini Conference—Rapid City—TREA—1981 Centre Street

May 11—-SDDVA Mini Conference Pierre—American Legion Post 8—520 S. Pierre Street

May 12—SDDVA Mini Conference—Brookings—City/County Building—520 3rd Street—Suite 300

May 13—Improving Combat Veteran Care Conference—University Center—Sioux Falls—8:00 am (CT)

May 14—South Dakota Vietnam Veterans of America Meeting/Election—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre
(election at 11:00 am (CT) and meeting at 1:00 pm (CT)

May 14—2nd Annual PVA Poker Run and Concert—Sanford Pentagon—Sioux Falls

May 14—Armed Forces Day—Brookings VFW Post (520 Main Avenue) 10:00 am—4:00 pm (CT)

May 17—WWII Veterans Luncheon—TREA (1981 Centre Street—Rapid City) 11:00 am (MT)

May 18-19—SDCMF Symposium—Black Hills State University Center—Rapid City

May 23—Town Hall and Ceremony to Honor Vietnam Veterans—Rapid City VFW (420 Main St) 4:00 pm (MT)

May 28—Project 22 Showings—Mac Theater on Main Street—Mobridge (Showings at 4:00 pm and 7:30 pm)

Jun. 9-12—VFW State Convention—The Lodge at Deadwood

Jun. 14—Vietnam War Veterans Recognition—Custer Jr/Sr. High School (1645 Wildcat Lane) - 9:30 am (MT)

Jun. 14—Vietnam War Veterans Recognition—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home (2500 Minnekahta

Avenue) - Hot Springs - 1:30 pm (MT)

Jun. 16-19—American Legion State Convention—Ramkota—Watertown

Jun. 29—Black Hills Veterans Job Fair—Central States Fair Grounds (915 Centre Street) - 11:00 am (MT)
Jul. 1—Buffalo Chip Annual Flag Raising Ceremony—West Gate Entrance off Ft. Meade Way—6:00 pm (MT)
Jul. 11—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT)

Jul. 23-24—Sioux Falls Air Show
Aug. 22-25—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Pierre Ramkota
Oct. 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT)

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov
Soldiers and Sailors Building - 425 E Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: 605-773-8242

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us
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