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     SDDVA Secretary Larry Zimmerman will be one of the keynote speakers 
at next weekõs òImproving Combat Veterans Careó symposium in Sioux Falls.  
Much of Zimmermanõs presentation will focus on South Dakotaõs  role with 
SAMHSA (Service Members, Veterans, and their Families In-State Policy Acad-
emy).  
     In July of 2015 Gov. Daugaard appointed Larry Zimmerman, Secretary of 
the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs, to serve as South Dakotaõs 
Policy Academy team leader to work with local, state and national leaders to 
address mental health and substance abuse needs of our service members, 
veterans, and their families.     
     In September, Secretary Zimmerman hosted a state summit and invited 
state leaders to identify sources being provided and to develop a roadmap 
to prioritize and strengthen South Dakotaõs behavioral health care services.     
     The goal of this group was to create an entity or coalition to assist veter-
ans, service members and their families find the right door to receive care 
and services they need. 
     Other speakers at the conference include: Nathaniel Mohatt, Ph.D., and 
Nathaan Demers, Psy.D. of the Western Interstate Commission for Higher 
Education Mental Health Program, 
Charles Smith, Ph.D., Region 8 Adminis-
trator for the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration,  
Capt. Michael Walsh of the Minnehaha 
Sheriffõs Office, Magistrate Judge Crystal 
Johnson of the SD Second Judicial Cir-
cuit Court, Rev. Michael Griffin, Chaplain 
with the SD National Guard, and Dar-
win Goodspeed and Dr. John Wempe 
of the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System.  
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     The VA Black Hills Health Care System is pleased to announce treatment availability in their 100-
bed Residential Rehabilitation Treatment Program (RRTP) in Hot Springs. The RRTP provides multi-
faceted treatment programs to assist veterans in addressing a 
variety of mental health issues including Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, substance abuse/addiction, homelessness, and un-
employment. These programs are designed to accommodate 
the veteranõs individual needs and concerns.  
     At this time, the VABHHCS is accepting referrals from all 
VISNs.   Their domiciliary has bed availability for general dom 
beds, DCHV beds and PTSD beds.     
     What makes their RRTP special is that they are one of the 
only residential programs within the VA that offers PTSD treat-
ment for both military and non -military trauma.  They use evidence-based practices and a cohort 
model to treat all trauma: combat, non -combat, MST, childhood trauma.  They offer co-ed treat-
ment, with Women Veterans welcome in all three tracks, and a ward with single rooms designat-
ed for Women Veterans. 
     The dedicated interdisciplinary treatment teams at the BHHCS offer residential treatment oppor-
tunities which are not readily available elsewhere in the VA system, and they welcome the oppor-
tunity to open their doors to veterans outside of their region who would benefit from the special-
ized care they provide. 
     For questions, referrals, or to schedule a screening intake please contact the assessment team 
at: 605.745.2000 ext. 2443 or 800.764.5370 ext. 2443. 
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     County and Tribal Veterans Service Officers continue to 
host ceremonies in their respective communities to honor 
our Korean War Veterans.     
     SDDVA appreciates the role that the CTVSOs have 
played in honoring our heroes.     


