
South Dakota Department of the Military 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

VA Veterans Day 

Regional Site 

2 

Veterans Holiday 

Relief Drive 
3 

Eagle Scout Recog-

nized 

4 

Kuil Honors Civil War 

Veterans 

4 

Vet Center Programs 5-13 

Upcoming Events 14 

Inside this issue: 

OCTOBER 27, 2016 

     The South Dakota Veterans Commission elected new officers to lead the 
Commission in enhancing the lives of South Dakota veterans. 
     Helen Parr of Sioux Falls was elected as chairman, and Lori Vosika of Hot 
Springs was selected as  vice chairman.  Parr succeeds Chairman Jim Ross of 
Whitewood.   
     “The Commission has made history,” said Larry Zimmerman, Secretary of 
the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs.  “We have three female 
and three male commissioners and for the first time 
in the history of the Commission, both leadership 
positions are commanded by female commission-
ers.” 
     “Commissioners Parr and Vosika are strong advo-
cates for veterans,” said Zimmerman. “Collectively, 
these two commissioners have dedicated over 50 
years of service to enhance the lives of our veter-
ans.”  
     “Dedicating my life to assisting veterans obtain 
their benefits has given me a great foundation to 
lead the Commission,” said Helen Parr. “I look for-
ward to working with the Commission and the 
SDDVA staff in growing our communication with 
our veterans.” 
     “I am honored to continue my role on the Veterans 
Commission and to be selected for a leadership posi-
tion,” said Vosika.  “Serving as vice chairman is another opportunity to be a 
voice for veterans.  Our role as a Commission has evolved and changed with 
the implementation of the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 
and it’s been exciting to learn, listen, watch, guide and support the many 
new efforts ongoing by the Department.” 
     “We live in a great State that cares about our nation’s heroes and to be 
able to experience some of this firsthand as a commissioner is one of the 
highlights of my life of service to veterans,” said Vosika. 
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     T.F. Riggs High School in Pierre was recently notified by United States Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs Robert McDonald that for the second time, Riggs was selected as a designated regional site 
for the observance of Veterans Day by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs’ Veterans 
Day National Committee.   Riggs was one of more than 40 designated sites nationwide, and the 
only site in South Dakota. 
     Each year, the Veterans Day National Committee reviews submissions from across the nation 
that represent fitting tributes to America’s heroes.   This is the second year that the South Dakota 
Department of Veterans Affairs applied for on behalf of, and secured the T.F. Riggs High School 
ceremony as a regional site.     
     “My sincerest congratula-
tions to Jay Mickelson and his 
team for showcasing a great 
ceremony each year,” said Larry 
Zimmerman, Secretary of the 
South Dakota Department of 
Veterans Affairs.  “Veterans of 
our armed forces deserve our 
utmost appreciation, and I’m 
proud that T. F. Riggs has been 
recognized as a leader in dis-
playing our state and nation’s 
gratitude.” 
     This year’s program will fo-
cus on honoring South Dako-
ta’s Korean War Veterans and 
will be held in the T. F. Riggs 
High School Theater (1010 E. 
Broadway Avenue in Pierre).  
Pierre City Band will begin play-
ing patriotic music selections at 
10:15 am, with the program 
starting at 11:00 am.    The Bells 
of Remembrance will ring at 11
-11-11.       
     "How wonderful it is to be recognized again as a regional site for the celebration of Veterans 
Day,” said Jay Mickelson.   Mickelson, a teacher at T.F. Riggs and enthusiastic community leader, 
has served as coordinator of the community Veterans Day program since 2001. 
     “It will be especially meaningful to honor those who fought during the ‘Forgotten War’,” said 
Mickelson.    “We are losing these heroes at a rate of 800 per day in the United States.  It is our du-
ty to hold high their service to our nation." 
     The South Dakota Fallen Heroes banner exhibit will be on display in the atrium of the theatre.     
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Vso Kuil honors civil war veterans 

     Fred Kuil, Douglas County Veterans Service Officer, tried to 
work with the VA to secure headstones for civil war veterans 
Chris Schroder and Joseph Chamberlain, who are buried in the 
Amour cemetery.    When the VA said no, Kuil set out to, and was 
successful, in raising the funds to secure headstones with proper 
recognition.     
     Yesterday, Kuil held an honoring ceremony for these two he-
roes.   SDDVA’s Kevin Bowen and Michael Maske attended on be-
half of the Department.   

     Members of the 1st Infan-
try of Fort Randall participat-
ed in the ceremony and fired 
the cannon to commemorate 
the day and these heroes.        
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     SDDVA’s Secretary Larry Zimmerman and Deputy Secretary Aaron Pollard recognized Eagle 
Scout Miguel Martinez (middle scout), of Hot Springs, for his dedication and support of our heroes 
at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home.     

     For completion of his 
Eagle Scout Service Pro-
ject, Miguel focused on 
taking care of veterans.  
He secured box planters, 
fruit bearing trees and a 
small greenhouse for the 
Home.      
     After the ceremony, 
one of Miguel’s fellow 
scout members had the 
opportunity to visit with 
Lt. Gov. Matt Michels 
about who Michael J. 
Fitzmaurice was and why 
the Home was named 
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Oct. 28—VABHHCS Veteran Stand Down—American Legion Post 8—Pierre (520 S. Pierre St) - 1:00 pm (CT) 
Nov. 1—Operation Engage America—Sioux City, IA 
Nov. 2—Veterans  Business Workshop—ZEAL Center for Entrepreneurship Building at 2329 N. Career Ave-
nue, in Conference Rooms A & B in Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Nov. 7-8—SDDVA Refresher Training for CTVSOs—Sioux Falls—1:00 pm (CT) 
Nov. 10—VABHHCS Stand Down—Rushmore Plaza Civic Center—Rapid City—10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
Nov. 11—Veterans Day 
Nov. 12—Tribute to the Troops—SD Air and Space Museum Ellsworth AFB—9:00 am (MT) 
Nov. 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters in Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Dec. 6—SDDVA Mini Conference—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home—Hot Springs (Lower Level 
Conference Room)—10:00 am—3:00 pm (MT) 
Dec. 6—Governor’s Budget Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 7—SDDVA Mini Conference—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre—10:00 am—3:00 pm—(CT) 
Dec. 8—SDDVA Mini Conference—VFW (209 Cedar Street) Yankton—10:00 am—3:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 12—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony—Flaming Fountain—Capitol Lake—Pierre—11:00 
am (CT) 
Dec. 14—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Sioux Falls DAV—12:00 noon (CT) 
Dec. 15—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Watertown American legion—12:00 noon (CT) 
Dec. 17—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Rapid City VFW—10:00 am (MT) 

2017 
Jan. 10  - Governor’s State of the State Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan. 11—SDDVA/Veterans Council Legislative Reception—5:00 pm—8:00 pm  (CT) 
Jan. 30—VFW Legislative Reception—AmericInn—Fort Pierre 
Feb. 1—American Legion Legislative Reception—American Legion Post 8 Cabin—Pierre (520 S. Pierre Street) - 
5:30 pm (CT) 
Feb. 4—Valentines for Veterans Concert—Sioux Falls Washington Pavilion—3:00 pm (CT) 
Feb 10-12—SD American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 15-18—SD American Legion State Conference—Watertown 
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