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      SDDVAõs team of Erin Brown, Gerald Lemme, Kevin Swanson, Erin Bultje, 
Jeri Smith, Mike Maske, Sheila Shaffer, and Kevin Bowen manned the 
SDDVA Benefits table at the Veterans Building during the South Dakota 
State Fair.    County VSOs also partnered with the booth.   Veterans Service 
Organizations also had a booth in the building and assisted veterans during 
the Fair.     
     Secretary Zimmerman  was the keynote speaker during the Veterans Day 
at the Fair program on Thursday.   His message focused on veterans taking 
care of veterans. South Dakota has a great network that has built a legacy of   
taking care of the men and women who have donned the uniform.  
     Secretary Zimmerman also read Governor Daugaardõs proclamation for 
òVeterans Day at the State Fair.ó   Gov. Daugaard asked that all South Dako-
tans participate as fully as possible in the spirit of this day, remembering 
those who made the sacrifices, those who gave their lives, those who are 
disabled, those who are still missing, those who are currently serving in 
harms way, and all those whose lives were interrupted by their service to 
our country in the armed forces.    
     Warren Aas was presented the Chet Sorenson Award by the South Dako-

ta Veterans Council, in recogni-

tion of a South Dakota Veteran 

that has shown outstanding 

dedication to the task of serv-

ing other veterans. The South 

Dakota Veterans Council is 

made up of the American Le-

gion, Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, Disabled American Vet-

erans, Paralyzed Veterans of 

American and the Vietnam 

Veterans of America.  

Veterans day at the fair  
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     South Dakota Public Broadcasting now has a DVD available with coverage of SDDVAõs Republic 
of China Mutual Defense Commemorative Badge honoring 
ceremony.    The DVD can be ordered at http://shop.sdpb.org . 
     Photos from the event can be found on SDDVAõs Facebook 
page  https://www.facebook.com/SDDVA/.  
 

 

 

 

 

Sdpb offers DVD of SDDVAõs ROC Mutual 

defense commemorative badge honoring 

Ceremony  

View Healing Wall Ceremony  

     The Wall that Heals opening ceremony, that was recently held in Chamberlain, can be viewed at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzyWez9OBX0  . 

http://shop.sdpb.org
https://www.facebook.com/SDDVA/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzyWez9OBX0
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     Communities throughout South Dakota are hosting screenings of òThe Vietnam War.ó  The 
screenings are approximately 60 minutes long.   Remaining screenings will be held at the following 
locations: 
 Sept 6ñ6:00 pm SDPB Black Hills BureauñRapid City (415 Main Street) 
 Sept 7ñ6:00 pm Milbank Highschool Theater (1011 E. Park Avenue) 
 Sept 12ñ7:00 pm  Edith B. Siegrist Public LibraryñVermillion (18 Church Street) 
 Sept 23ñ5:30 pm  Deadwood Mountain Grand  (1906 Deadwood Mountain Drive)  
     Ken Burns and Lynn Novickõs ten-part, 18-hour documentary series, THE VIETNAM WAR, tells the 
epic story of one of the most consequential, divisive, and 
controversial events in American history as it has never be-
fore been told on film. Visceral and immersive, the series ex-
plores the human dimensions of the war through revelatory 
testimony of nearly 80 witnesses from all sidesñAmericans 
who fought in the war and others who opposed it, as well 
as combatants and civilians from North and South Vietnam. 
     òThe Vietnam War was a decade of agony that took the 
lives of more than 58,000 Americans,ó said Ken Burns. òNot 
since the Civil War have we as a country been so torn apart. 
Stories and discussions in our communities can move us to-
ward understanding and healing.ó 
     The Vietnam War premieres Sunday September 17, 2017 
at 8/7c on SDPB and PBS stations nationwide.  Copies of the 
DVDõs can be purchased at:    
http://www.shoppbs.org/family/index.jsp?
categryId=128225296&utm_source=PBS&utm_medium=Link&utm_campaign=pbs_content_kenbu
rns_vietnamwar_buydvdtopnav  

Screenings of the Vietnam war  

http://www.shoppbs.org/family/index.jsp?categoryId=128225296&utm_source=PBS&utm_medium=Link&utm_campaign=pbs_content_kenburns_vietnamwar_buydvdtopnav
http://www.shoppbs.org/family/index.jsp?categoryId=128225296&utm_source=PBS&utm_medium=Link&utm_campaign=pbs_content_kenburns_vietnamwar_buydvdtopnav
http://www.shoppbs.org/family/index.jsp?categoryId=128225296&utm_source=PBS&utm_medium=Link&utm_campaign=pbs_content_kenburns_vietnamwar_buydvdtopnav
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     Recently, there has been a lot of information in the news on òHonor Flight.ó   This honor flight 
program is called Midwest Honor Flight.    You can learn more about their program at:   
http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/about.html .    Veterans or guardians can make application at:  
http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/veterans.html  and/or http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/
guardians.html .   

Midwest honor flight  

Sd civil air patrol sending aircraft to 

texas  

     The South Dakota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol is sending two aircraft with flight crews to Texas to 
assist FEMA with disaster recovery operations in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. 
     The first of two South Dakota Wing Cessna-182/G1000 departed on Wednesday. The three -
person flight crews will consist of a mission pilot, a mission scanner, and an aerial photographer.   
     The aircraft will be used for aerial photographic surveys of the severely affected Gulf Coast re-
gion to assist FEMA and other emergency management officials to assess the extent of the damage 
and prioritize recovery operations.  

http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/about.html
http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/veterans.html
http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/guardians.html
http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/guardians.html
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     Soldiers from the South Dakota Army National Guard and the Suriname Defense Force part-
nered together to renovate portions of the O.S. Majosteeg 3 School in Paramaribo, Aug. 13-24. 
     The renovation project, part of the Suriname and South Dakota State Partnership Program, pro-
vided an annual training opportunity for 
SDARNG engineer units and further devel-
oped partnerships with the SDF, while simulta-
neously assisting with a community need. 
     Working together was a team of 10 soldiers 
from the 155th Engineer Company, one from 
the 211th Engineer Company, and about a 
dozen engineers with the Suriname Defense 
Force. The service members focused on re-
stroom improvements and the addition of a 
teacher's office. 
     The service members spent nine days on 
the renovations, which included panel con-
struction, electrical, plumbing, tiling and paint-
ing. 
     Since 2006, soldiers from both countries have conducted over 100 subject matter exchanges 
through the program, which have benefitted men and women from both organizations to gain 
knowledge and experience in both military operations and civilian culture.  
     Throughout any particular year, about 20 -30 service members from either South Dakota or from 
Suriname, travel to each other's respective countries and engage in about 10 subject matter ex-
changes covering a wide spectrum of topics. 
     Funding for the project was provided by U.S. Southern Command and all materials and supplies 
were purchased in Suriname. 
     For the past 11 years, the SDNG and SDF have successfully partnered together to established a 

security cooperation relationship in coordi-
nation with USSOUTHCOM under the Na-
tional Guard Bureau's State Partnership 
Program. The partnership has flourished 
during the past decade becoming a model 
for mutual security cooperation.  
 
 
 
 

 

SD Guard, Suriname Engineers partner 

together to renovate school  


