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     A deployment ceremony will be held for the South Dakota Army National 
Guard's 216th Engineer Detachment (Firefighting Team) at the Mount Rush-
more National Memorial amphitheater, July 17, at 10 a.m. (MDT). 
     The public is encouraged to attend the event as the unit departs for a 
nine-month deployment to Romania.  
     The Rapid City-based 216th is a three-member headquarters team with a 
mission to provide command and control of assigned or attached fire-
fighting 
teams to pro-
vide fire pro-
tection of avi-
ation assets, 
facilities and 
installations 
in the Europe-
an Command 
area of opera-
tion.  
     Planned 
speakers for 
the ceremony 
include Gov. 
Dennis Dau-
gaard, Rapid 
City Mayor Steve Allender, and Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, SDNG adjutant gen-
eral. 
     The unit will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several weeks of thea-
ter-specific training prior to deployment overseas.  
     Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the United States, this will be the sec-
ond mobilization for the 216th, which deployed to Iraq in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom from December 2003-June 2005. 
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     A deployment ceremony will be held for 15 soldiers of the South Dakota Army National Guard's 
200th Engineer Company at Riggs High School in Pierre, July 22, at 1 p.m. (CDT). 
     The public is encouraged to attend the event as the bridge training team members depart for a 
nine month deployment 
to the Middle East. 
     The soldiers from the 
Pierre, Chamberlain and 
Mobridge -based unit will 
serve as a training assis-
tance team and provide 
expertise to coalition 
forces on military bridg-
ing systems. As a multi-
role bridge unit, the 
200th's mission is to as-
semble, maintain, repair 
and replace all standard 
U.S. Army bridging sys-
tems.  
     Planned speakers for 
the ceremony include 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard, 
U.S. Senators John 
Thune and Mike Rounds, U.S. Congresswoman Kristi Noem, Pierre Mayor Steve Harding, and Maj. 
Gen. Tim Reisch, SDNG adjutant general. 
     The unit will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several weeks of theater-specific training pri-
or to deployment overseas.  
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Reber joins veteran network  

     Gregory County Commissioners have named Dale Reber as the new County Veterans Service 
Officer.    Dale replaces Mr. Gies and Mr. Farabee.     
     Dale will have the Gregory office open on Mondays from 8:00 amñ5:00 pm.   Contact infor-
mation remains the same, but email address is gregorycountyvso@outlook.com. 
 

mailto:gregorycountyvso@outlook.com
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Zimmerman addresses kwdh Conference  

    SDDVA Secretary Zimmerman traveled to 
Washington, D.C.  this week to address teachers 
and veterans attending the Korean War Digital 
History Conference.    
     Zimmerman served as one of the speakers 
Wednesday and shared South Dakotaõs success 
stories in contacting Korean War Veterans. 
     Numerous teachers made presentations at the 
conference on various topics regarding the Kore-
an War and how to improve classroom curriculum 

on 
the Korean War.    
     The KWDH Project, has strived to bring veterans 
and their stories into the classroom since its incep-
tion. The KWDH Project encourages teachers to get 
their students involved with interviewing veterans, 
analyzing primary sources, and performing service 
learning projects. To accomplish this goal, the KWDH 
Project hosts lesson plans, toolkits, and tutorials on its 
website. 

 

Professor Hahn interviews Korean War Veteran 

     The 68th Anniversary of the first veteran admitted 
to the Royal C. Johnson Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center, AKA the Sioux Falls VA Medical Center, is July 
19.   
     Kudos and thanks to all those who are and have 
worked at the SFVAHCS.   You have done an outstand-
ing job of taking care of veterans and their families. 
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