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     The South Dakota National Guard concluded its annual Golden Coyote 
training exercise with a Native American Cultural Day on Camp Rapid, June 
15.  The event gave hundreds of service members from 14 states and two 
foreign nations attending the two-week training exercise the opportunity to 
see a variety of exhibits and demonstrations on Native American culture. 
     Units attending Golden Coyote conduct military operations, train on their 
equipment and employ tactics, and complete various humanitarian missions 
and engineer projects that help improve 
the forest and infrastructure of many 
communities. One annual project in-
cludes military transportation assets load-
ing, transporting and unloading timber 
to Native American communities. 
     The White Eagle Drum and Dance So-
ciety presented a pow wow, living exhib-
it, demonstrating and displaying compo-
nents of a pow wow, traditional dances, 
and attire. 
     Exhibits included the Code Talker Con-
gressional Medallions and tribal flags that 
included the list of veterans who served as code talkers during WWI or 
WWII, a display on the use and importance of the buffalo to Native Ameri-
can's, an authentic teepee and several artifacts or replicas representing cul-
tural and/or traditional life as a Plains Indian.   
     Service members and their families were able to sample traditional Native 
American food such as buffalo stew, fry bread and wojapi and make a 
dream catcher or a God's eye, items significant to the Native American cul-
ture and their spiritual walk.   
     "I hope we all gain greater appreciation for Native American heritage and 
we see where our cultures have similarities verse differences," Jerzak said. 
"Hopefully this creates opportunities to get to know someone who may not 
have had the opportunity to in the past or at other events."   

SDNG Concludes training exercise with 

native American culture day 
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     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) finalized plans that lay the framework for 
providing emergency mental health coverage to former service members with other-than-honorable 
(OTH) administrative discharges.  
     This is the first time a VA Secretary has implemented an initiative specifically focused on this group 
of former service members who are in mental health distress.   
     “Suicide prevention is my top clinical priority,” said Secretary Shulkin, also a physician. “We want 
these former service members to know there is someplace they can turn if they are facing a mental 
health emergency — whether it means urgent care at a VA emergency department, a Vet Center or 
through the Veterans Crisis Line.” 
     Effective July 5, all Veterans Health Administration (VHA) medical centers will be prepared to of-
fer emergency stabilization care for former service members who present at the facility with an 
emergent mental 
health need. Under 
this initiative, former 
service members 
with an OTH admin-
istrative discharge 
may receive care for 
their mental health 
emergency for an 
initial period of up to 
90 days, which can 
include inpatient, 
residential or outpa-
tient care. 
     During this time, 
VHA and the Veter-
ans Benefits Admin-
istration will work 
together to deter-
mine if the mental 
health condition is a 
result of a service-
related injury, making the service member eligible for ongoing coverage for that condition.   
     Since Secretary Shulkin announced his intent in March to expand VA mental health coverage to 
service members with OTH administrative discharges, the VA has worked with key internal and ex-
ternal stakeholders, including members of Congress, Veterans Service Organizations and community 
partners on the issue. 
     Veterans in crisis should call the Veterans Crisis Line at 800-273-8255 (press 1), or text 838255. 
 

 

Va expands emergency mental health care 
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Va and air force announce tele-intensive 

care unit sharing agreement 

     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Midwest Health Care Network and the 
Air Force Medical Operations Agency  announced a collaborative Tele-ICU agreement that will al-
low Air Force patients at five military treatment facilities to use VA’s Tele-ICU capabilities through its 
centralized support center in Minneapolis.  
     The agreement extends to Air Force patients in Las Vegas; Hampton, Virginia; Biloxi, Mississippi; 
Dayton, Ohio; and Anchorage, Alaska. 
     The patients will be able to see VA’s Tele-ICU licensed physicians — called Tele-Intensivists — and 
critical-care nurses through telecommunications or other electronic technologies, which include 
direct view of the patient through live audio and video feed; electronic monitoring; and chart re-
view and consultations. The doctors are also able to prescribe medications, order tests or proce-
dures, make diagnoses and discuss health care with patients and family members. 
     “For VA, telehealth is revolutionizing the way we practice medicine,” said VA Secretary Dr. David 
J. Shulkin, who also sees patients by telehealth. “Tele-ICU is more than just a way of providing re-
mote care. We know it improves the quality of care, decreases costs by supporting evidence-based 
practices and it improves patient outcomes through decreased ventilator days, ventilator-
associated pneumonias and reduced lengths of stay. We are pleased to partner with the Air Force 
in this effort.” 
     Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, Dr. David Smith, agreed, noting that 
“Collaborative partner-
ships, such as this 
agreement with the 
VA, help us provide  
the best possible care 
to our service mem-
bers, military family 
members and retirees 
who receive health 
care though the De-
partment of Defense. 
     VA’s Acting Under 
Secretary for Health, 
Dr. Poonam Alaigh, 
added, “This cooperation between the Air Force and the VA reflects our shared commitment to 
caring for those who serve in our nation’s military, both during their service and beyond. We are 
pleased to establish this partnership.” 
     The collaborative effort is a result of a 2015 DoD-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive Fund, also 
known as the Joint Incentive Fund (JIF) project. JIF was authorized by Congress as part of the 2003 
National Defense Authorization Act. The intent of JIF is to facilitate mutually beneficial exchanges 
of health-care resources between DoD and the VA, with the goal of improving access to high-
quality and cost-effective health care.  
 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNjI2Ljc1MTE4MzMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDYyNi43NTExODMzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDE2MDg1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YXVkcnkucmlja2V0dHNAc3RhdGUuc2QudXMmd
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     The focus of the 2017 "Purple Heart Run" will be "Mobility is Freedom." Sponsored jointly by 
Wounded Warriors Family Support (WWFS) and the Military Order of the Purple Heart 
(MOPH), the Purple Heart Run features a mobility-equipped, 2017 Ford F-150 Raptor truck 
adapted to suit combat-wounded veterans who are paralyzed or have lost legs or arms. 
     The Purple Heart Ford pickup, driven by a combat wounded and disabled veteran, is com-
ing to Sioux Falls, on July 18th, with a reception at DAV Home at 5:30 p.m. (CT). A ceremony 
will also be held on July 19th , starting at 10:00 a.m.  (CT) at Sioux Falls Ford (4901 W. 26th 
Street). 
     The Purple Heart Ford pickup will hit 
Rapid City, on July 19th, with a reception 
at DAV Home at 6:00 p.m. (MT). A cere-
mony will also be held on July 20th, 
starting at 10:00 a.m. (MT) at McKie Ford 
(2010 East Mall Drive). 
     There are an estimated 1.8 million Pur-
ple Heart recipients that were either killed 
in action or were wounded in combat or 
by an act of international terrorism.  Those 
combat wounded service members who 
have transitioned back into civilian life have made great sacrifices to ensure our freedoms, but they 
often go unrecognized. The road to recovery and reintegration into their communities can be a 
long and difficult struggle for both the wounded warriors and their families. 
     Driven exclusively by amputee veterans, the Purple Heart Run will make its way from coast-to-
coast and back on an 8,500 mile odyssey, rallying communities across America to thank our Na-
tion’s military veterans and support this great mission. The Purple Heart Run will begin at the foot 
of the Washington Monument on the National Mall in our Nation’s capital on July 1, traverse the 
nation to California and return to end in Dallas, Texas on August 13, 2017, at the MOPH National 
Convention.   
     At the conclusion of the Purple Heart Run, the keys to the truck will be presented to Marine Ser-
geant (Ret.) Marshall Kennedy, a Purple Heart recipient from Farmington, Arkansas, who was cho-
sen from a nation-wide search of eligible and deserving nominees.  Patriot Kennedy was on his 
fourth deployment when he lost both of his legs and sustained severe damage to his left arm after 
stepping on an improvised explosive device (IED) in Sangin, Afghanistan on June 13, 2011.  For his 
injuries he was awarded the Purple Heart medal.  
     The mission of Wounded Warrior Family Support (WWFS) is to provide support to the families of 
those who have been wounded, injured or killed during combat operations. The families of our cas-
ualties suffer in many ways: some financially, some psychologically, and the overwhelming stress of 
the recovery process can threaten to tear a family apart. Programs include: A Family Retreat pro-
gram to provide vacation retreats, free of charge; a Caregiver Respite Program provides respite and 
supplemental services nationwide to the caregivers and families of wounded war veterans; and the 
“Mobility is Freedom” program provides grants to qualified combat-wounded veterans for the pur-
chase of a Ford vehicle, specially adapted to suit veterans who are paralyzed or have lost legs or 
arms. 

Purple heart run coming to  south 

dakota 
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     The "Military Order of the Purple Heart of the U.S.A. Inc.," (MOPH) was formed in 1932 for the 
protection and mutual interest of all combat wounded veterans and active duty men and women 
who have received the decoration. Chartered by the Congress, The MOPH is unique among Veter-
an Service Organizations in that all its members were wounded in combat or by an act of Interna-
tional Terrorism.  For this sacrifice, they were awarded the Purple Heart Medal. With grants from 
the MOPH Service Foundation, the MOPH and its Ladies Auxiliary promote Patriotism, Fraternalism, 
and the Preservation of America's military history. Most importantly, through veteran service, they 
provide comfort and assistance to all Veterans and their families, especially those requiring claims 
assistance with the VA.  Programs of the MOPH include VA Volunteer Service, Suicide Awareness, 
Homeless Veteran Assistance, JROTC Leadership Awards, Scholarships, Americanism, Purple Heart 
Trail and Cities, Welfare, and numerous community service programs, all with the objective of ser-
vice to Veterans and their families.  
To learn more, go online to www.purpleheart.org and www.wwfs.org.  
 

Schedule for the Purple Heart Pickup while in SD 
July 19

th
 (CT) 

8:00 am  SD Army National Guard Armory, 801 W National Guard Dr, Sioux Falls,  

8:25 am  South Dakota Air National Guard, 1201 W Algonquin St, Sioux Falls 

8:45 am  Legion Rider, Rolling Thunder, and Patriot Guard escort to SFVAHC 

9:00 am  Visit the V A Hospital, 2501 W. 22nd Street Sioux Falls,  

9:45 am  Legion Rider, Rolling Thunder, and Patriot Guard escort to Sioux Falls Ford 

10:00 am  Sioux Falls Ford Ceremony, and Demonstration, 4901 W 26th St, Sioux Falls 

11:30 am  Escort to Photo Op at the Flying J and Lunch 

12:30 pm  Photo Op at the Corn Palace in Mitchell 

2:00 pm Photo Op at Chamberlain Rest Area 

4:00 pm Photo Op at Wall Drug and Badlands 

Arrive Rapid City 
 
July 20

th
  (MT) 

(Escort to 2823 W Main St, Rapid City) 
8:00 am  Camp Rapid     (Escort to 2010 E Mall Dr, Rapid City) 
10:00 am McKie Ford Lincoln Ceremony, 2010 E Mall Dr, Rapid City 
12:30 pm Photo Op at Mount Rushmore     (Escort to 13000 SD-244, Keystone) 
1:00 pm Photo Op at Crazy Horse Monument (Escort to 12151 Ave of the Chiefs, Crazy Horse) 
Travel to Cheyenne, WY   
  

Purple heart (continued) 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.purpleheart.org&esheet=51330073&newsitemid=20160427006361&lan=en-US&anchor=%22Military+Order+of+the+Purple+Heart+of+the+U.S.A.+Inc.%2C%22&index=1&md5=22f594ccf936402cfe3d98dd52698259
hwww.purpleheart.org
http://www.wwfs.org.
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     South Dakota Veterans of Foreign Wars to the United States and Auxiliary held their 87
th

 annual 
department convention in Pierre June 22 – 25, 2017.  Presiding at the convention were Dennis 
Sharp, State VFW Commander, and Karen Sharp, State VFW Auxiliary President.  There were 76 
VFW members and 86 Auxiliary members in attendance. 
     Senators Thune and Rounds spoke during the joint session and updated the group on legisla-
tion concerning active military and veterans.   
     In addition to VFW organizational reports, presentations were made by Hugh Holmes, State 
Commander of the South Dakota American Legion; Secretary of State Shantel Krebs; Attorney Gen-
eral Marty Jackley; Ken Teunissen, Commander of the Military Order of the Purple Heart; Michelle 
Anderson of Survivors Outreach; VABHHCS Director Sandra Horsman; SFVAHCS Director Darwin 
Goodspeed; Shawn Bohn, Dakotas Regional Office Director; and 
SDDVA’s Will Huffmon. 
     Huffmon, in his message to the group, emphasized the values 
of working collectively together with the goal of improving the 
lives of our veterans and their families.    He noted that our De-
partment cannot do it alone and that we need our service or-
ganizations working along side of us.    
     Huffmon also presented the Governor’s proclamation to the 
members.  Governor Daugaard proclaimed June 23 , 2017, as 
Veterans of Foreign War Days in South Dakota.    The Governor 
also commended Dennis and Karen Sharp for over 50 years of 
service to the veterans of South Dakota.   
     SDDVA’s Jeri Smith also attended the convention and had a booth to educate posts on the  Mili-
tary Honors Funeral program.       
     The SD VFW attained 100% Plus in membership, which qualifies Commander Dennis Sharp to 
be part of the National VFW All American Team at the national convention in New Orleans in July.   
     The following officers were elected and installed during the convention: 
South Dakota Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Commander Rick Williamson of Canton 
Sr. Vice Commander Danny Frisby-Griffin of Madison 
Jr. Vice Commander Sean Johnson of Aberdeen 
Judge Advocate Cody Mangold of Yankton 
State Surgeon Marva McKean of Parkston 
Adjutant/Quartermaster Darwin Tolzin of Brookings 
 
South Dakota Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
President Carrie Alm of Custer 
Sr. Vice President Mary Kirkvold of Sioux Falls 
Jr. Vice President Sandi Moss of Rapid City 
Chaplain Donita Mullinix of Beresford 
Conductress Wanda Mix of Brookings 
Guard Patti Mitchell of Grenville 
Treasurer Carol Gross of Huron 
 

 

VFW Holds state convention and elects 

new leadership 

SDDVA’s Will Huffmon 
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     Western Dakota Tech hosted the fifth annual Black Hills Veter-
ans Job Fair on Wednesday of this week.  
     The job fair connects veterans with South Dakota employers 
that value the experience, discipline, and other exceptional quali-
ties inherent  in our veterans and military personnel. Those  who 
stood first in line to defend our country should be first in line to 
reap the benefits of a good education, a good job, and a good life.   
     There were over 80 employers and service providers on hand 
Wednesday to assist veterans, military members and spouses in 
finding jobs. 
     Education Representative Ryan Fowler staffed SDDVA’s booth at 
the Job Fair and visited with veterans and employers about the 

OJT and 
appren-
ticeship 
pro-
grams.     
Pennington County’s Alex Purcell and Ja-
mie Guffey were also on hand to visit 
with veterans about benefits and services.      

 

 

SDDVA and Pennington County 

Participate in Black Hills Veterans Job 

Fair 

American legion Homecomings scheduled 

     Newly elected American Legion State Commander Hugh Holmes has announced his Homecoming cele-

bration will be held Saturday, July 22, 2017, in Mitchell.   Lunch will be held from 11:00 am (CT)—1:00 pm  

(CT) at the Post 18 (107 N. Main Street).  The ceremony will be held at 2:00 pm (CT) at the Overtime Event 

Center (812 N. Rowley).    

     Elvira Rose, American Legion Aux-

iliary State President, has announced 

her homecoming will be Saturday, Au-

gust 5, 2017, in Watertown.   Social  

gathering at 1:00 pm (CT) at the Ameri-

can Legion Post 17 with the program 

starting at 2:00 pm (CT) and meal fol-

lowing. 
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June 30—Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux Tribe’s 3rd Annual Bataan Death Memorial March (starts at BIA 700 
South and ends at Pow Wow Arena) - 7:30 am (CT) 
Jul 3-4—State offices will be closed 
Jul 14—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Building 145—Room 108—Fort Meade—10:00 am (MT) 
Jul 19—Purple Heart Run—Sioux Falls Ford (4901 W. 26thStreet) - 10:00 am (CT) 
July 20—Purple Heart Run—McKie Ford (2010 E. Mall Drive) - Rapid City—10:00 am (MT) 
Jul 22—PVA 3rd Annual Poker Run—Thirsty Duck Bar and Grill—945 S. Marion Rd.— Sioux Falls— 11:00 
am (CT) 
Aug 14-17—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Pierre—Ramkota 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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