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     James Dent once said, òA 
perfect summer day is when 
the sun is shining, the breeze is 
blowing, the birds are singing, 
and the lawn mower is bro-
ken!ó    
     Residents at the Michael J. 
Fitzmaurice State Veterans 
Home donõt have to wait for 
the lawn mower to break; they 
have a great activity director, 
Laura Inman, that ensures they 
get out and enjoy summer fun.  
In fact, this week the MJFSVH 
residents enjoyed a wonderful picnic at Lakota Lake.  
     Summertime affords our residents the opportunity to watch movies in the 
park, view sunsets from the porch, dive into an ice cream sundae, sample 
some goodies from the grill, savor some water melon, take a nap in the 
hammock, enjoy a bonfire, do some fishing, and cheer on a baseball team.  

Laura ensures there is never a 
quiet moment for our heroes!  
 

 

Summer fun for our veterans at mjfsvh  
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     The United States Department of Veterans Affairsõ (VA) announced it will launch the òSeek to Pre-
vent Fraud, Waste and Abuse (STOP FWA)ó initiative that will capitalize on existing departmental ac-
tivities that prevent or identify FWA, as well as ensure a consistent approach to FWA risk manage-
ment as a way to centralize organizational resources. 
     ò The VA will create an organizational culture that is commit-
ted to STOP FWA,ó said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. òThe 
initiative will protect the resources that deliver services and ben-
efits our nationõs veterans have earned.ó 
     Historically, the VA has had a decentralized approach to iden-
tifying, responding, and preventing FWA. For example, the VAõs 
three administrations ñ Health, Benefits, and Cemetery ñ as well 
as its various staff offices all had separate budgets and programs 
dedicated to preventing FWA.  
     Under the decentralized approach, the VAõs Office of Community Care prevented $27 million of 
potentially fraudulent payments in fiscal year 2016 and the VAõs Debt Management Center referred 
more than $11 million in potentially fraudulent activity, so far in this fiscal year.  
     STOP FWAõs centralized approach will consolidate the VAõs resources under one organization to 
achieve even greater success. The department-wide effort will eliminate duplicative activities and ex-
plore potential partnerships with other federal agencies to capitalize on their successes in detecting 
fraud, waste and abuse. 
     Finally, the VA will establish a Prevention of Fraud Waste and Abuse Advisory Committee by July 
2017. Secretary Shulkin is developing a list of potential co-chairs and committee members, and the 
department will also seek committee members through the Federal Register. 
     The committee will provide insight into lessons learned and private-sector practices; identify ana-
lytical tools that can be used at the VA to prevent FWA; and leverage a deep wealth of experience in 
building mature, effective STOP FWA programs that protect VA's resources.    

Va initiative focuses on combating fraud, 

waste and abuse  
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Sdng mechanics vital in pilots, flight 

crew safety  

     Aviation mechanics play a vital role in ensuring the safety of the National Guard's pilots and 
flight crews.  
     In the South Dakota Army National Guard, it is the mechanics of the Rapid City-based Detach-
ment 1, Company B, 935th Aviation Support Battalion, who provide high -level aviation mainte-
nance and repair support for the aircraft and aircraft systems.  
     Every 360 flight hours, aircraft go through a phase maintenance inspection. This involves major 
disassembly and inspection of critical components. Worn or 
damaged components are then repaired or replaced as the 
aircraft is put back together. This process can take up to two 
months to complete.  
     The nearly 30-member detachment is made up of gen-
eral, shops and avionics mechanics. Each type of mechanic 
specializes in inspecting and repairing different equipment 
and systems on HH-60M Black Hawk and UH-72 Lakota heli-

copters.  
     To be-
come a 
mechanic, 
most sol-
diers 
spend 
three or 
more 
months in 
training, 
learning 
about the 
aircraft. 
Mechanics 
who spe-
cialize in 
working with electrical or avionics attend a long-
er school.  
     While aircraft maintenance and repair is often 
a behind the scenes role, the SDARNG aviation 
mechanics play a big part in helping save lives by 
ensuring the reliability and efficiency of the 
Army's aircraft. 


