
South Dakota Department of the Military  

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

Message From Secre-

tary Zimmerman 

2 

SWO Fishing Tour-

nament  

3 

Improving Combat 

Veterans Care Con-

ference  

3 

DOL Homelessness 

Grants 

4 

SDSU Veterans Re-

sources Center 

Grand Opening  

4 

VA Intends to Ex-

pand Mental 

Healthcare  

5 

Military Child Month  6 

Upcoming Events 7 

Inside this issue:  

MARCH 9, 2017 

     March is Womenõs History Month.   Itõs a time dedicated to commemorate 
and celebrate the accomplishments of women that have contributed to soci-
ety and this great world.     
A big Shout Out and thanks to all our women veterans.  You have broken 
barriers for the generations to follow and capitalized on the many leader-
ship opportunities afforded by your mili-
tary service.  
A big Shout Out and thanks to all our 
women CTVSOS for not only serving this 
great country, but for their dedication in 
assisting South Dakotaõs veterans. 
A big Shout Out and thanks to all our 
women working in our Claims Office.  
They served this great country and are 
now dedicating their lives to assist veterans. 
     The stories of women veterans are important to the fabric of United 
States history.  Women veterans are leaders.  The skills and experiences 
women veterans 
gain from their mili-
tary service leads to 
a lifetime of achieve-
ment in their careers, 
contributions to 
communities, and 
their families. 

March ñWomenõs History Month 
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Veterans Keep Marching On 
 
     George Washington once said, òWhen we assumed the soldier, we did not lay aside the citi-
zen.ó 
     There was no waiting line for our men and women in uniform when they raised their right 
hands and volunteered to serve. There shouldnõt be a waiting line when they return home and 
need our help getting the care theyõve earned.    
     Unfortunately, it took the government thirty plus years to recognize that there was a link be-
tween Agent Orange and the devastating health effects on our service members. Veterans waited 
decades to get the 
care they desper-
ately needed and 
clearly earned. The 
VA now recognizes 
certain cancers and 
other health prob-
lems as presump-
tive diseases associ-
ated with exposure 
to Agent Orange or 
other herbicides 
during military ser-
vice.    Veterans are 
encouraged to par-
take in the VA's Agent Orange Registry health exam to ensure that the research continues, pre-
sumptives are recognized and care is provided to our veterans. 
     Conflicts change, contaminants change, but the fact that our heroes are exposed to these tox-
ins has not changed.       
     Recently the VA launched the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry in response to con-
cerns that veterans who deployed after 1990 were experiencing a range of respiratory illnesses. 
The goal of the registry is to help researchers study the health effects of burn pits and other air-
borne hazards. We encourage veterans to visit the registry site 
(www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/registry.asp ) to ensure that our heroes will not 
have to wait four decades for resolution.    
     Wars, conflicts and battles have been fought throughout the years and continue today.  
Continued research is vital if we are to complete our promise to take care of the men and women 
who served. 
 
 
Larry Zimmerman, Secretary 
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 
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https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/home
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/categories/air-pollutants.asp
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/categories/air-pollutants.asp
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/registry.asp
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     The Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Veter-
ans Service Office is sponsoring the 
òVeterans/Law Enforcement Walleye Master 
Fishing Tournamentó May 20th at Piyas Lake in 
Marshall County.  Fishing starts at 9:00 am (CT) 
and runs till 2:00 pm (CT). 
     Must be two -person teams, one of which 
must be a veteran or a law enforcement officer.  
Entry fee per team is $50.  Places will be chosen 
by total weight of fish and teams may weigh up 
to six fish. 
     First place pays $300, second place pays 
$200, and third place pays $100.   In addition, 
door prizes will be given away.     
     To register for the tournament call Geri Opsal 
or Gabe Fischer @ 605.698.3388. 
 

VETERANS/LAW ENFORCEMENT WALLEYE 

MASTER FISHING TOURNAMENT  


