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Deployment ceremony to be held for 

national guard unit  

     A deployment ceremony will be held for more than 90 Soldiers of the 
South Dakota Army National Guard's Company C, 1st Battalion, 189th Avi-
ation Regiment, Wednesday, Sept. 27 at 10 a.m. (MST) at the Rushmore Pla-
za Civic Center theater. 
     The public is encouraged to attend the event as the units depart for 
about a yearlong deployment to the Middle East.  
     The mission of the Rapid City-based 1-189th is to provide aerial medical 
evacuation support with its HH -60M Black Hawk helicopters. The company 
is comprised of pilots, crew chiefs, medics, aviation operations specialists 
and other support personnel.  
 Planned speakers for the ceremony include Gov. Dennis Daugaard, Rapid 
City Mayor Steve Allender and Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, SDNG adjutant gen-
eral. 
     The unit will report to Fort Hood, Texas, to complete several months of 
theater-specific training prior to deployment overseas.  
     Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, this will be the third mobilization for the 
unit which 
deployed to 
Iraq in sup-
port of Oper-
ation New 
Dawn from 
2011-2012 
and support-
ed peace-
keeping op-
erations in 
Kosovo from 
2008-2009. 
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     The Sioux Falls VA Health Care System extends an invitation to a special women veteransõ art ex-
hibit Monday, September 25, at the Sioux Falls VA Medical Center (2501 W. 22

nd
 Street)  from 4:00-

6:30 PM 
     VAõs Center for Women Veterans and the Veteran Artist Program, Inc. have collaborated on this 
project since March 2017 to raise awareness of women veteransõ service and sacrifices. Ten art sto-
ryboards will be included. Storyboards include photos of the women veterans who submitted the 
artwork, short biographies and summaries of their creative background.  
     This exhibit precedes the annual 
Women Veterans Conference on Sep-
tember 29. Women veterans of all 
eras are invited, whether they are en-
rolled or not enrolled for VA care. 
Registration is required.  
     Please call Brenda Fredericks, 

Women Veterans Program Manager, 

at 605-336-3230, Ext. 9-6250 or 

Shirley Redmond, Public Affairs Of-

ficer, at 605-333-6889 for more infor-

mation.  

Women veterans traveling art exhibit in 

sioux falls  

     The Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Department of 

South Dakota has hired Ronnie Simonsen as assistant office 

manager. 

     Mr. Simonsen retired as a Sergeant First Class after 20 

years of service in the United States Army. Most of his career 

was spent in the Army's Recruiting Command, an experience 

that has equipped him with a skill set that will serve him well 

in his new position. His responsibilities will include oversee-

ing the day to day operations, supervising community out-

reach programs, fundraising, and providing support to com-

mittee chairs and members. 

 
 

Dav hires assistant office manager  
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     Staff at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans 
Home held a Pow/MIA Recognition Day at the Home 
September 15.     

 

 

 

Update from State Veterans Home  
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     SDDVA Secretary Larry Zimmerman and VA Directors Darwin 
Goodspeed (SFVAHCS) and Sandra Horsman (VABHHCS) connected 
with veterans on SDPBõs òSouth Dakota Focusó program Thursday, 
Sept. 14. 
     The program afforded them the opportunity to talk about the is-
sues facing veterans and the programs and services available to them 
and their families. 
     If you missed it, you can watch it live on-line at. http://
watch.sdpb.org/video/3004720078/ .   The team ended the show 

with their annual flu 
shot and encouraged 
veterans and staff to get 
their shots.     
     Secretary Zimmer-
man models his shirt 
demonstrating his com-
mitment to veterans af-
fairs!!!!!!   
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Makeup Time! 
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