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     Veterans from across South Dakota, and some from neighboring states, 
gathered on the northwest shore of Capitol Lake in Pierre last weekend for 
the rededication of the South Dakota Vietnam Veterans Memorial.    
     The memorial, a 7-foot tall, combat weary soldier holding dog tags of a 
fallen comrade, was un-
veiled September of 2006.  
It  is a tribute to the veter-
ans who returned home 
from war.   The Memorial 
takes one soldier, as a sym-
bol of the many South Da-
kotans who served during 
the violent conflict, and ele-
vates him to the status they 
all deserve:   brave individu-
als who served their coun-
try at a time when it took 
as much courage to come 
home as it did to fight.    
     Joe Gerlach, of Pierre, 
was the organizer of the 
weekend celebration 
which included a block par-
ty, parade, dedication cere-
mony and concert in the 
park.  
 
 
(continued on next page) 
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Re-Dedication Ceremony 

 

      
 
     Keynote speakers for the rededication 
ceremony included:   Senator Mike Rounds, 
SDDVA Secretary Larry Zimmerman, SDDVA 
Deputy Secretary Aaron Pollard, VABHHCS 
Director Sandra Horsman, Janella Apodaca 
Rose from the National Alliance of Families 
and retired Brigadier General Jeff Marlette.   
     Although all the speakers messages were 
different; they all shared the same theme: 
today is about you, this statue is about you, - 
your honor, your sacrifices and your service. 
     Secretary Zimmerman and Director Hors-
man presented all of the Vietnam Veterans 
present with a United States of America Vi-
etnam War Commemoration pin.  SDDVA 
has additional pins if you know of some Vi-
etnam Veterans that have not received one.    
(Information about the pin is posted on the 
next page.      
     Steve Novotny concluded the ceremony 
with a flyover in his helicopter and the play-
ing of “Taps.”   During the Vietnam Conflict 
helicopters flew soldiers in and out of battle. 
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Civil air patrol unit in sd wins quality 

cadet unit award 

     Congratulations to the Civil Air Patrol’s (CAP) Rushmore Composite Squadron, "Home of the 
Wolf Pack". In recognition of the outstanding contributions of its cadets, officers, sponsors, parents, 
friends and supporters the squadron has been awarded CAP’s Quality Cadet Unit Award for 2015-
2016 for their vibrant and diverse cadet programs! The 
Rushmore Composite Squadron was the only unit in the 
South Dakota Wing to be so honored. 
     The squadron, one of six in South Dakota, is on Ells-
worth Air Force Base. The unit’s 66 members consist of 
45 senior members and 21 cadets. Commander Captain 
Mike Johnson praised his unit saying, “We have 
been honored nationally as a squadron that truly values 
and embodies the development of the vital cadet program. This award is tangible recognition of 
the many contributions of our cadets who run the day-to-day operations of this essential segment 
of our CAP mission.” 
     The Civil Air Patrol was officially designated the official Air Force Auxiliary by Congress in May 
1948 when they were given three core missions – emergency services, cadet programs and aero-
space education. In 2015, CAP became part of the Air Force’s “Total Force” which also includes ac-
tive-duty, Guard and Reserve members. 



     Last week, the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Vet-
erans Home hosted a birthday party for the United 
States Air Force.   In addition they had a ceremony 
honoring our POW/MIAs.   

     Cutting the cake was Superintendent Richard-
son, the oldest and youngest USAF resident and a 
USAF member from the University of South Dakota.         
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     Last week, residents at the Michael J. 
Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home hosted 
the first-ever all-household potluck.    Many 
times, neighborhoods have potlucks, but 
this was the first time that all of the house-
holds came together for an all facility pot-
luck.   Can’t you just imagine the aromas 
that filled the hallways?     Residents dishes 
included:  chili, nachos, frog-eyed salad, 
macaroni salad, lettuce salad, brownies, 
cookies, banana bread, apple cinnamon 
cake, and carrot cake.     

Potluck at the state veterans home 

     This week staff of  the maintenance department at the Michael 
J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home dedicated time to clean up
and make repairs at the State Veterans Cemetery.
     Staff worked on cleaning the headstones, resetting headstones 
that have settled/shifted, trimming trees and cleaning up the 
grounds. 
     This project takes about two weeks to complete.   Our hats off 
to the team working on this project to ensure our heroes are tak-
en care of.     
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Oct. 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Oct. 8—DAV Fall Conference—DAV—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Oct. 18-19—South Dakota Veterans Commission Meeting—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre 1:00 pm (CT) 
Nov. 7-8—SDDVA Refresher Training for CTVSOs—Sioux Falls—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 6—SDDVA Mini Conference—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home—Hot Springs—10:00 am—3:00 
pm (MT) 
Dec. 6—Governor’s Budget Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 7—SDDVA Mini Conference—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre—10:00 am—3:00 pm—(CT) 
Dec. 8—SDDVA Mini Conference—Yankton—10:00 am—3:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 14—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Sioux Falls DAV—12:00 noon (CT) 
Dec. 15—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Watertown American legion—12:00 noon (CT) 
Dec. 17—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Rapid City VFW—10:00 am (MT) 

2017 
Jan. 10  - Governor’s State of the State Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan. 11—SDDVA/Veterans Council Legislative Reception—5:00 pm—8:00 pm  (CT) 
Feb. 4—Valentines for Veterans Concert—Sioux Falls Washington Pavilion—3:00 pm (CT) 
Feb 10-12—SD American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 15-18—SD American Legion State Conference—Watertown 
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