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DAY COUNTY VSO PLAYS ROLE IN BLOOD DRIVE

Kevin Bohn, Day County Veterans Service Officer in
Webster, showcased the new DAV vehicle at the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary blood drive in Waubay.

Great outreach opportunity to talk about the trans-
portation program for our veterans.

SDDVA PLAYS ROLE IN RED CROSS RESOURCES

SDDVA Field Officer Mike Maske represented the Department at the American Red Cross
Multi-Agency Resource Center for those veterans impacted by Monday's storm that hit south-
east South Dakota. The MARC was manned today from 1:00 pm—8:00 pm.

Five homes were destroyed and nine others received major damage after straight-lined winds
tore through Springfield.

Other entities playing a lead in the MARC were: South Dakota Help Line, the South Dakota
State Department of Veteran Affairs, the South Dakota Division of Insurance, the South Dakota
Housing Authority and Lutheran Social Services.

“We were informed that some of our veterans had been impacted by this storm and wanted to
be on site to assist them,” said SDDVA Program Manager Kevin Bowen. “The MARC afforded us a
great opportunity to work with our veterans.”

PROUD MOMENT FOR VSO FALOR

Ron Falor, Veterans Service Officer for Aurora and
Brule Counties, had the great opportunity to see his
daughter in action at the recent Sioux Falls Air Show.

His daughter is a Lieutenant In the Navy Reserves and
assisted in the coordination of Navy Week and the Air
Show. She serves as a Public Affairs Officer.
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VABHHCS ANNOUNCES DEPARTURE OF JO-ANN
GINSBERG

The VA Black Hills Health Care System announced the appointment of Jo-Ann Ginsberg as the
new director of the Marion VA Medical Center. Ms. Ginsberg will
leave her role as the Associate Director for Patient Care Services
effective later this month.

“We are pleased for the new leadership opportunity that
awaits Ms. Ginsberg in Marion, IL. On behalf of our employees
and the veterans we serve, | thank her for her commitment and
wish her well in her new role”, said Ms. Sandra Horsman, Director
VABHHCS. “We are recruiting to fill her position and look for-
ward to bringing someone on board soon”.

The Marion VAMC is one of the seven VISN 15 health care sys-
tems of excellence. VISN 15 covers the six states of Kansas, Mis-
souri, lllinois, Indiana, Arkansas and Kentucky. VISN 15 provides a
wide range of primary, secondary and tertiary care with inpatient
facilities in Wichita, Leavenworth and Topeka, Kansas; Kansas
City, Columbia, St. Louis, Poplar Bluff, Missouri; and Marion, llli-
Nois.

VABHHCS ANNOUNCES CHANGE IN FACILITIES IN
NORTHWESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

The VA Black Hills Health Care System (VABHHCS) has announced a change in the way
veterans receive their outpatient healthcare services in Northwestern South Dakota.

The contract to provide Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOC) in the communities of
Faith, Isabel, and Eagle Butte will end on September 30, 2016. This change will give veterans an
option to receive their primary care services at the Fort Meade Medical Center, Pierre CBOC, or
through facilities closer to their homes through the Veterans Choice Program.

“VA BHHCS is committed to serving veterans in our
rural communities and several options are being pursued HP -
to meet the health care needs of veterans assigned to -
those clinics,” said C.B. Alexander, Associate Director VA
BHHCS. “Veterans who currently receive their primary
care at these locations will receive a letter explaining the 11
changes and their options.” VABHHCS wiill keep veterans |
informed and assist with any questions or concerns i
through the transition. Veterans with questions regard-
ing their care in this region should contact the VABHHCS 5= 5=
Call Center at 1-877-339-6837.
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SDDVA’S SAA TEAM ATTENDS NATIONAL
CONFERENCE

SDDVA's Shane Olivier and Ryan Fowler at-
tended the National Association of State approv-
ing Agency (NASAA) Mid Summer Business Meet-
ing and Training held in New Orleans, Aug 22-24.

The first day of the conference consisted of
business meetings for about 12 working commit-
tees discussing their resolutions on various topics
and issues. They also put together goals for the
direction of the group and implementation of
these solutions.

The second and third day consisted of training
on various topics like Flight Schools, On-The-Job  *
Training, Apprenticeship, IHL, and Contracted Pro-
grams. [

Participants also had the opportunity to meet
and have an open room discussion with a congressional and policy panel.

Guest speakers included the Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Opportunity and the Direc-
tor of Education Service.

SDDVA RECOGNIZES KOREAN WAR VETERAN
KUEHN

Last Friday, SDDVA
Claims Office staff honored
. Korean War Veteran Curtis
Kuehn.

Claims Examiner Krystal
Magee read the proclama-
tion from the Republic of
Korea as State Veterans Ser-

vice Officer Dusty Abraham- &
_,{} l son presented him his Kore-
— an Ambassador Peace Med-
al.

“We welcome the oppor-

L _J
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)

« tunity to recognize, honor,
) || and thank our heroes,” said
e Deputy Secretary Aaron Pol-

S - lard.
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SDNG JOINS RAPID CITY COMMUNITY IN DAY
OF CARING

Members of the South Dakota National Guard were among
nearly 1,000 community members volunteering to help their o
neighbors through the Rapid City Day of Caring, Sept. 1. Day ~ f&
of Caring is a volunteer-oriented event organized by the Unit- =
ed Way of the Black Hills that encourages volunteerism in the
community by helping people and non-profit agencies in
need.

The SDNG's five teams of volunteers, comprised of 48 ser-
vice members, worked on projects benefiting the elderly, disa-
bled and nonprofit organizations that included landscaping,
yardwork, painting, and minor maintenance.

The 82nd had 13 members assisting Stacey, a Rapid City
homeowner with disabilities preventing her from taking on the projects the unit completed.
Those projects included the installation of a drainage pipe and outdoor lighting, landscaping,

‘ yardwork and other outdoor malntenance-related work.

| @WELLSPRING Inc

FAMILY BASED pRrog RAMS

Another SDNG team,
s | comprised of members I q
' of the Joint Force Head- 2
quarters human resource E ‘ » u;;u,,, e
) office, spent the day 4 ' I ONiTEY
¥ painting the exterior of &
8 Darlene’s home, an el-
~ derly Rapid City home-

¥

owner.

Additionally, a team of Camp Rapid employees removed a row of overgrown shrubs, trimmed
trees and cleaned up the property of Love INC, a Rapid City nonprofit that works with area church-
es to help those in need.

The 109th Regional Support Group's team did landscaping and yardwork at the Boy Scouts'’
Rapid City office, while a team com-
prised of the members of the JFHQ per-
sonnel department removed and
trimmed trees from the WellFully and
Wellspring, Inc. property.

LIVE UNITED
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>
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Sep. 9—Veterans Stand Down—Wagner Armory—9:00 am—1:00 pm (CT)
Sep. 14—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT)
Sept. 15—Veterans/First Responders Appreciation Day—Watertown City Park—5:00 pm—9:00 pm (CT)
Sept. 16—VA Black Hills Military Legal Clinic—VA Black Hills Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs—9:00 am—
3:00 pm (MT)
Sep. 16—National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony—Sioux Falls Veterans Memorial Park—6:30 pm (CT)
Sep. 23—Veterans Stand Down—VFW—Sioux Falls (3601 S. Minnesota Avenue) - 9:00 am—2:00 pm (CT)
Sept. 23-25—VFW Fall Council of Administration and State Commander and Auxiliary President Homecom-
ing—Ramkota Hotel—Pierre
Oct. 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT)
Oct. 8—DAV Fall Conference—DAV—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT)
2017
Feb. 4—Valentines for Veterans Concert—Sioux Falls Washington Pavilion—3:00 pm (CT)
Feb 10-12—SD American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma
Jun 15-18—SD American Legion State Conference—Watertown

HEROES

Look at the chest of a VETERAN

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov
Soldiers and Sailors Building - 425 E Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: 605-773-8242

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us
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