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2024 South Dakota 

legislative session 

NEWSLETTER 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY 

 

     The 99th Session of the South Dakota Legislature will convene at approximately 
1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, with Governor Kristi Noem’s State of the State 
Address.  
     This year’s session is scheduled for 38 legislative days, with the main run concluding 
March 7. March 25 is reserved for considering gubernatorial vetoes. 
     Legislative Research Council’s website can be viewed at: 
https://sdlegislature.gov/.    
     The legislative calendar can be found at: 
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/documents/251214.pdf. 
     There are 105 legislators—35 in the Senate and 70 in the House of Representa-
tives. 

     Members of the Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Committee include:  Chair-
man David Johnson (Rapid City), Vice Chairman Larry Zikmund (Sioux Falls) Brent 
Hoffman (Sioux Falls), Jim Stalzer (Sioux Falls), and Jack Kolbeck (Sioux Falls). 
     Members of the House Military and Veterans Affairs Committee include:   Chair-
man Tim Reisch (Howard), Vice Chairman Ken Teunissen (Sioux Falls), Stephanie 
Sauder (Bryant), Byron Callies (Watertown), Becky Drury (Rapid City), Fred Deutsch 
(Florence), Randy Gross (Elkton), Scott Moore (Ipswich), William Shorma (Dakota 
Dunes), James Wangsness (Miller), Julie Auch (Yankton), Aaron Aylward (Harrisburg), 
and Peri Pourier (Rapid City). 
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     The Barrel House, located at 4701 E. 54th Street in Sioux Falls, will be hosting two great 
fundraisers in 2024 to benefit our veterans.    
     The first event will be held on Monday, August 26, and is teed up as the Barrel House Day of 
Giving for Midwest Honor Flight.  
     On Monday, November 18, the Barrel House will be supporting our veterans by hosting the  
Barrel House Day of Giving for South Dakota Veterans Cemetery Wreaths Across America 
wreath laying program.  
     The Barrel House will donate 10% from the day's sales to each respective event. 
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     Midwest Honor Flight’s 4th Annual Honor Ride will be held on Sunday, June 30, 2024, in 
Sioux Falls. Registration begins at 1:00 pm (CT) at the South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance 
(1600 W. Russell Street) and will close at 2:00 pm.   
     The ride includes a slow salute past the Sioux Falls VA Hospital before an escort to the South 
Dakota Veterans Cemetery.   
     Registration fees are $30 for each 
bike and rider (which covers a veter-
an's lunch and dinner on a Midwest 
Honor Flight), or $45 for a bike, rider, 
and a passenger (which covers a veter-
an's breakfast, lunch, and dinner on a 
Midwest Honor Flight).   
     Each participant will receive a 
MWHF rocker patch for this ride, a 
raffle ticket, and a meal ticket for after 
the ride.   
Ride Schedule:    
1:00 PM - Registration at The Alliance Begins, closes at 2:00 PM 
2:15 PM - Ride Meeting, Raffles Drawn 
2:30 PM - Ride Begins 
2:45 PM - ETA at Sioux Falls VA Health Care System 
3:15 PM - ETA Arrive at SD Veterans Cemetery 
3:30 PM - Ceremony at Cemetery 
4:00 PM - Ceremony Ends, Ride Complete, Meal back at Alliance 
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Upcoming events 

Jan 6—7—Yellow Ribbon Post Mob for 109th RSG—Rapid City 

Jan 9—Governor’s State of the State Address—State Capitol—1:00 pm 

Jan 10—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—American Legion Post 8—(520 S. Pierre    

     Street)—Pierre–2:00 pm (CT) 

Jan 10—SDDVA and South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Reception—American Legion  

     Post 8—(520 S. Pierre Street)—Pierre—5:30 pm (CT) 

Jan 13—Rapid City RUSH Chuck-a-Puck for Tee it up for the Troops Midwest Honor Flight Fund- 

     raiser—Rapid City 

Feb 3—4—Yellow Ribbon Post Mob for 1/112th Aviation—Rapid City 

Feb 16—18—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Deadwood 

Mar 25—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—Drive to Fly @ Great Shots—(2505 W. Benson  

     Road)—Sioux Falls—2:00—5:00 pm (CT) 

Apr 5—Melissa Stockwell Program—South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell  

     Street)—Sioux Falls 

Apr 26-27—DAV State Convention—Deadwood Lodge 

May 27—SDDVA Memorial Day Program—SD Veterans Cemetery—12:00 noon (CT) 

Jun 7—8—VFW State Conference—Holiday Inn—Spearfish 

Jun 20—23—American Legion State Conference—Pierre 

Jun 30—Midwest Honor Flight Honor Ride—South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W.  

     Russell Street)—Sioux Falls—Registration—1:00 pm/Ride Begins at 2:30 pm (CT) 

Jul 15—6th Annual Tee it up for the Troops Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—Arrowhead  

     Country Club—(3675 Sheridan Lake Road)—Rapid City—7:15 am (MT) 

Aug 1—2—South Dakota Suicide Prevention Conference—Sioux Falls Convention Center 

Aug 26—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—The Barrel House—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux  

     Falls—11:00 am—8:00 pm (CT) 

Aug 29—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair—Northwest Energy Freedom Stage—Huron 

Aug 29—Sep 2—SD State Fair—Huron 

Sep 3—5—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Rus 

     sell Street)—Sioux Falls 

Oct 12—Midwest Honor Flight Third Annual Elvis Night—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600  

     W. Russell Street)—Sioux Falls 

Nov 9—Fifth Annual Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair We’ve Got Your Six—Sturgis 

Nov 18—Wreaths Across America Fundraiser—The Barrel House—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux  

     Falls—11:00 am—8:00 pm (CT) 

Dec 14—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Ceme-   

     tery—Sioux Falls—11:00 am (CT) 
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Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 

Upcoming Events 
2025 Events 

Feb 14—16—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Oacoma 

Jun 12—15—VFW State Convention—Ramkota—Pierre 

Jun 19—22—American Legion State Conference—Huron 

Dec 13—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux   

     Falls—11:00 am (CT) 
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