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OLSON, ARLO L.
Rank and organization: Captain, U. S. Army, 15th Infantry Division,
Place and date: Crossing of the Volturno River, Ttaly, 13 October 1943. Entered
service at: Toronto, S. Dak. Birth: Greenville, Iowa, G.O. No,: 71, 31 August 1944.
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and
beyond the call of duty. On 13 October 1943, when the drive across the Volturno
River began, Capt. Olson and his company spearheaded the advance of the
regiment through 30 miles of mountainous enemy territory in 13 days. Placing
himself at the head of his men, Capt. Olson waded into the chest-deep water of
the raging Volturno River and despite point blank machine gun fire aimed directly
at him made his way to the opposite bank and threw 2 handgrenades into the gun
position, killing the crew. When an enemy machine gun 150 yards distant opened
fire on his company, Capt. Olson advanced upon the position in a slow, deliberate
walk. Although 5 German soldiers threw hand grenades at him from a range of 5
yards, Capt. Olson dispatched them all, picked up a machine pistol and continued
toward the enemy. Advancing to within 15 yards of the position he shot it out with
the foe, killing 9 and seizing the post. Throughout the next 13 days, Capt. Olson
led combat patrols, acted as company No. 1 scout and maintained unbroken
contact with the enemy. On 27 October 1943, Capt. Olson conducted a platoon in
attack on a strongpoint, crawling to within 25 vards of the enemy and then
charging the position. Despite continuous machine gun fire which barely missed
him, Capt. Olson made his way to the gun and killed the crew with his pistol.
When the men saw their leader make this desperate attack they followed him and
overran the position. Continuing the advance, Capt. Olson led his company to the
next objective at the summit of Monte San Nicola. Although the company was
forced to take cover from the furious automatic and small arms fire, which was
directed upon him and his men with equal intensity, Capt. Olson waved his
company into a skirmish line and, despite the fire of a machine gun which singled
him our as its sole target, led the assault which drove the enemy away. While
making a reconnaissance for defensive positions, Capt. Olson was fatally wounded.
Ignoring his severe pain, this intwepid officer completed his reconnaissance,
supervised the location of his men in the best defense positions, refused medical
aid until all of his men had heen cared for, and died as he was being carried down
the mountain.



South Dakota
Medal of Honor Monuments

A Message from Governor Bill Janklow

Last November, I received an inspiring letter. Allen Brown wrote to ask my help in an
effort by the people of Toronto, S.D., to establish a small memorial for a young Toronto
soldier who had earned the Medal of Honor, our nation’s highest military honor, during
World War II.

In the fall of 1943, Captain Arlo L. Olson gave his life in an act of “conspicuous gallantry
and intrepidity at the risk of his own life above and beyond the call of duty,” and his act
and everything it represented was in danger of fading into history. The group from
Toronto wanted to ensure Captain Olson was not forgotten. I told Allen Brown it would
be my honor to remember Captain Olson.

The letter also reminded me that there are others we should remember. There are seven
South Dakota men, born since statehood, who earned the Medal of Honor. Their acts
were so great and mean so much to our lives that they must not be forgotten. Every one
of them will be honored with a proper monument.

A monument will be erected for each of the South Dakota Medal of Honor recipients,
consisting of a four-foot high memorial stone, with a plaque containing their official
Medal of Honor citation. Three flags, the United States flag, the South Dakota flag, and
the appropriate service branch flag, will fly above each monument.

The monuments honor these men whose extraordinary character and actions earned the

nation’s highest military honor. They also serve as reminders that all our veterans made
tremendous sacrifices so that we may live in freedom and enjoy the blessings of liberty.
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CPT Arlo L. Olson
Medal of Honor Monument
Dedication

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

June 20, 1999
Toronto, South Dakota

1:00 PM Prelude and Seating
Deubrook High School Band
1:30 PM  Entrance of Dignitaries
Arla Olson and Military Escort
Michael J. Fitzmaurice and Military Escort
President James W. Abbott, University of South Dakota
MG Philip G. Killey, Adjutant General of South Dakota
Governor William J. Janklow
1:35 PM  Opening Remarks and Introduction of Dignitaries
Allen E. Brown, Omaha, NE, Master of Ceremonies
1:40 PM Invocation
Irving Hinderacker, Watertown, SD
1:45 PM Presentation of Colors
MG Philip G. Killey, Adjutant General of South Dakota
SD Air National Guard Flag Team
1:50 PM  Our National Anthem
Vocalists from the King Family
Father, Neil; Sons, Michael and Keith
Deubrook High school Band - Erin Engle, Director
1:55PM Remarks and Presentation
President James W. Abbott, University of South Dakota
2:00 PM  Remarks
MG Philip G. Killey, Adjutant General of South Dakota
2:05 PM  Remarks
Governor William J. Janklow
2:20 PM  Remarks
Arla Olson — CPT Arlo Olson Family Spokesperson
2:25 PM  Official Monument Unveiling and Poetry Reading
Governor William J. Janklow — Olson Family —
Michael J. Fitzmaurice
Original Poetry Reading by Wahneta Schweigert, Pierre, SD
2:30 PM  Taps and Flyover '
SD Air National Guard — 114th Fighter Wing
2:35 PM  Conclusion and Presentation
Allen E. Brown — Olson Family
3:00 PM Parade



Arlo was an ordinary man who rose to meet the extraordinary circumstance of war.
At age 25, his courage and valor resulted in the gift of his life to our country and
to us.

Arlo was born April 20, 1918, in Greenville, lowa. Ten years later, he moved to
South Dakota with his parents, Frank and Vera Olson, and his sister, Delva.

Arlo attended school in Toronto and was an active student. He was an avid reader of
Zane Grey books, participated in basketball and pole-vaulting, and played the clar-
inet in band. He also achieved the level of Eagle Scout, something only about two
percent of all Scouts atrain. After graduating from high school in 1936, he attended
the University of South Dakota, where he was an ROTC cadet.

In 1940, Arlo graduated from USD and went to work in a bank in Hallock, Minnesota,
A vear later he joined the Army. His pastor said “Arlo went to war fearless.”

Arlo entered the Army on June 28, 1941, as a 2nd Lieutenant. His qualifications as a
leader of men were soon evident, and he quickly rose in rank. He made 1st
Lieutenant on February 1, 1942, and he was made Captain on December 1 of that
same year.

On Christmas Day in 1942, he married Myra Bordeaux of Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
They wed in Natchez, Mississippi, where she was a radio announcer. After a few
short months together, Capt. Arlo Olson was shipped overseas. He never returned.

On October 27, 1943, Capt. Olson began leading his company in a drive across the
Volturno River in Italy. That very day found Capt. Olson under heavy, direct, and
close enemy fire. For thirteen days, Capt. Olson led combat patrols, acted as compa-
ny scout, and maintained unbroken contact with the enemy as he spearheaded the
capture of a mountain position above the river on the summit of Monte San Nicola.

On October 27, Capt. Olson was conducting a reconnaissance for defensive positions
when he was fatally wounded. Ignoring his wounds, Capt. Olson completed the
reconnaissance and supervised the location of his men in the best defense positions.
He ignored medical aid until all his men had received care. Capt. Arlo Olson died
being carried down the mountain.

Trisolini, a witness of his acts, said “He was one who did not send any of his men
into the kind of thing he wouldn’t walk into himsel{.”

Arlo’s remains were returned to the United States, and he %vas buried in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Arlo never got to meet his little girl, Myra (Sandra) Lavern Olson, who
was born in December of 1943. She now lives in Baton Rouge with her daughter,
Kartrin Danielle Rouselle and granddaughter, Faith Mikel Rouselle.

For his conspicuous. gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life and beyond the
call of duty, Capt. Arlo Olson received the Medal of Honor. He was also awarded the
Silver Star and the Italian Cross of Valor. A transport ship was named in his honor.
To preserve his memory, the local Legion Post #81 was renamed the Erickson-Olson
Post in 1943,
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